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Reading: Students are introduced to uppercase
and lower case letters, letter sounds, and Special
Features of the Letter Person (a phonics tool that
reinforces the letter sounds). Students match
beginning sounds with pictures.
Pre-Writing: Students develop fine motor skills
and learn to track and write uppercase and
lowercase letters.
Listening: Students listen to stories and retell
sequence of events or identify specific details.
They listen to poems and identify rhyming
words. Students work on following directions.

Spanish skills introduced are greetings and introduc-
tions, colors, days of the week, months of the year,
alphabet, vowels sounds, numbers 1-10, calendar,
Letter People in Spanish, counting 0-20, clothing,
family members, and parts of the body.

Students learn basic map skills, occupations, simple
geography terms, and are introduced to the states
by the corresponding letter. Units are chosen to
reinforce the Letter of the Week.

Focus is on number recognition, writing the
numbers 1-20, one-to-one correspondence, and
rote counting to 100. Focus is on pattern recogni-
tion, copying and producing a simple pattern.
Students are introduced to graphs, and identify
more or less in a graph.

Students learn concepts of print, letter sound
relationships; identify and orally manipulate
words and individual sounds within spoken
words; read orally with accuracy and expression;
acquire and use grade-level words to communi-
cate effectively; gain meaning from orally
presented text; understand the principles
of writing; and use oral and visual skills to
communicate.

Spanish skills introduced are greetings and introduc-
tions, colors, days of the week, months of the
year, alphabet, vowels sounds, numbers 1-10, calendar,
Letter People in Spanish, counting 0 -20, clothing,
family members, and parts of the body, conversa-
tional questions and answers, counting by 2s and
from 0-30, general commands, items in the class-
room, weather and seasons, and birthdays.

Kindergartners develop an awareness of the school
environment and classroom rules, families, friends
and self image, homes, traditions, Native Americans,
Christmas around the world, weather, basic map
skills, and countries of the world.

Through reading activities, students develop
phonemic awareness, develop sight vocabularies,
use context clues, make inferences and predic-
tions, recognize story element, sequence, restate
main ideas, recognize cause and effect, and
draw conclusions. Writing skills focus on correct
formation and spacing of letters and words,
punctuation, capitalization and journal writing.
Listening focuses on comprehending stories
and poems and listening for information to
perform a task.

New Spanish skills introduced are gender of nouns
with definite and indefinite articles, numbers 1-20
by 10s, 5s, and 2s, phone numbers, addresses,
prices, classroom items, our community, directions,
home, foods, description of self or friend, profes-
sions and occupations, descriptive and possessive
adjectives, Spanish speaking countries in the
Americas (geography, foods, cultural facts), and
holiday celebrations in Latin America and Spain.
First graders concentrate on listening and oral
expression.

Students focus on rules and responsibilities in
school, attributes and responsibilities of good citizens
and the role of citizens in helping people in our
community. Students learn patriotic songs and
national symbols. A study of our American heritage
includes Native American culture, lifestyle, and
history, and Thanksgiving. They learn that the
United States is a country of many cultures.

Reading: Second graders continue to develop
phonemic awareness, increase sight vocabularies,
use context clues, and reinforce and expand
comprehension skills.
Writing: Focus is on refinement of manuscript
skills and introduction to cursive writing, writing
paragraphs, book reports, stories, and letters.
Spelling focuses on consonant and vowel rules,
homophones, singular and plural nouns, and
irregular and sight words.

Second graders concentrate on listening and oral
expression. Spanish skills reinforced are greetings
and introductory remarks, alphabet and vowels,
general commands, gender of nouns with definite
and indefinite articles, numbers and counting,
phone numbers, addresses, prices, days of the week,
months of the year, items in the classroom, parts of
the body, clothing, our community, directions,
home, foods, family, description of self or friend,
professions and occupations, descriptive adjectives,
possessive adjectives, weather, seasons, Spanish
speaking countries in the Americas (geography,
foods, cultural facts), and holiday celebrations in
Latin America and Spain. Second graders concen-
trate on listening and oral expression.

Geography skills include map and globe skills,
continents, oceans, and landforms. Civics focuses on
government, rules and laws, and citizenship. Cultural
activities study Native American Indians and contri-
butions of significant individuals. History concentrates
on American symbols, heroes and historical events.
Sociology introduces communities, community
leaders, natural resources and conservation.
Economics focuses on goods and services, needs
and wants, products made from natural resources,
and occupations.

Fourth Grade reading continues to stress phono-
gocial awareness and guided instruction through
guided reading. Students are encourage to apply
multiple reading strategies for increased compre-
hension and fluency. Reading skills are integrated
with other subject areas.

Fourth Graders concentrate on written expression
and reading in Spanish. Spanish skills reinforced are
greetings and introductory remarks, alphabet and
vowels, general commands, gender of nouns with
definite and indefinite articles, numbers and counting,
colors, phone numbers, addresses, prices, days of
the week, months of the year, items in the class-
room, parts of the body, clothing, our community,
directions, home, foods, family, description of self
or friend, professions and occupations, descriptive
adjectives, possessive adjectives, weather, seasons,
Spanish speaking countries in the Americas (geography,
foods, cultural facts), and holiday celebrations in
Latin America and Spain.

Focus is on our country’s regions including the
southwest, southeast, northeast, middle west,
mountain states and the west. Students study the
environment and develop geography skills (globes,
maps, map scales, circle and line graphs, latitude
and longitude, etc.).

Fourth graders focus on more advanced skills of
place value and money, estimation, negative
numbers, addition and subtraction, data, statistics,
and graphing, time and elapsed time, line plots,
range, median, mode, and mean, multiplication
and division, customary and metric measurement,
geometry, fractions and probability, decimals,
problem solving, and algebraic concepts.

Fourth grade physical education expands the under-
standing and implementation of all previously
learned skills. The rules and strategies in various
team sports are introduced. Sports include basket-
ball, whiffleball, and ultimate frisbee. An increased
emphasis is placed on fundamental skill develop-
ment of team sports in preparation for Cub sports
and middle school athletics. Sportsmanship is
stressed. Students participate in a pre and post
physical fitness test called Fitnessgram.

Computer class continues to build basic computer
skills (key locations, mouse, menus, hardware terms)
and word processing skills (basic formatting tech-
niques, saving in and retrieving from a specific
folder), critical thinking and problem solving skills.
Students learn to work with a partner to complete
a task.

Computer class focuses on basic LAN and computer
skills (key locations, mouse, menu, hardware terms),
word processing skills (saving in a specific folder
and printing), critical thinking and problem solving
skills, and learning to work with a partner to
complete a task.

Basic computer skills include: locating and learning
the purpose of the space bar, enter key, arrow keys,
backspace key, and letter keys on the computer
keyboard; using a mouse to point and click, click and
drag, selecting desired icons, scrolling within a scroll
box; using menus and learning basic computer parts.
Students learn basic LAN skills such as user ID and
password.

Art: Small motor skills are developed as kindergartners
experiment with various art mediums and materials.
Students enjoy creating self-portraits and holiday and
seasonal pictures and crafts. Native American art is
explored and art appreciation is encouraged through
the study of famous paintings and artists.
Music: Music appreciation is taught through songs,
rhythm instruments, movement, and dance.

Library skills include listening to stories, sharing and
choosing books, reading/looking quietly, following
directions, sitting in place, checking out books on
teacher’s card, fiction, arrangement of easy fiction
books, parts of a book, care of books, spine label
and its parts (E fiction), keeping a classroom library
and returning books from room, author and
illustrator, what and where are libraries, and
sections of the library.

Library skills reinforce Kindergarten skills and review
the spine label and its parts (E Nonfiction). Skills
include an introduction to media for illustrations,
matching illustrations to the story, recognizing
perspective of the story, and parts of a story.
Students are introduced to the Junior Section of
the library, encyclopedias, dictionaries, holiday
books, and Accelerated Reader Program.

Art focuses on some of the basic elements of art:
line, color, shape, pattern, value and texture.
Different types of art and artists are introduced.
Students learn the use and care of art materials and
create art from imagined and real experience while
using a variety of media.
Music focuses on production of good tone with the
singing voice and concepts including high,
middle and low pitches, tempo, beat, and rhythms.
Students learn seasonal and fun songs, songs for
the first grade play, and songs with movements and
simple dances.

Art expands the understanding and implementation
of the elements of art and the use of various media.
Second graders learn to express opinions about art.
They view art from a variety of artists and create art
in a variety of styles using various media.
Music focuses on singing with good tone and
concepts including pitch, melodic movement,
tempo, sounds of the major scale, dynamics, and
simple rhythms. Students learn seasonal and fun
song, songs for the second grade play, and songs
with movements and simple dances.

Library skills reenforce previously learned skills and
review the spine label and its parts (J Fiction). Skills
include arrangement of J Fiction, sections of the
library, magazine articles, using the automated card
catalog for researching the database, three types of
searches, biography and poetry.

Phonenmic awareness is reinforced. Vocabulary
emphasizes the use of grade appropriate words
with multiple meanings. Reading comprehension
requires students to interpret literary and infor-
mational texts and incorporate new words into
oral and written language. Students read a variety
of texts for information and pleasure applying
more advanced comprehension strategies.

Third graders concentrate on written expression
and reading in Spanish. Spanish skills introduced are
greetings and introductory remarks, alphabet and
vowels, general commands, gender of nouns with
definite and indefinite articles, numbers and counting,
colors, phone numbers, addresses, prices, days of
the week, months of the year, items in the class-
room, parts of the body, clothing, our community,
directions, home, foods, family, description of self or
friend, professions and occupations, descriptive
adjectives, possessive adjectives, weather, seasons,
Spanish speaking countries in the Americas (geography,
foods, cultural facts), and holiday celebrations in
Latin America and Spain.

Geography focuses on map skills, continents,
oceans, hemispheres, rivers, deserts, mountain
ranges, and landforms. Economics includes goods
and services, resources, trade, and transportation of
goods. Civics deals with local, state, and national
government, leaders, and national symbols. Culture
includes Native Americans, pioneers, urban,
suburban, and rural communities, and cultural
celebrations around the world. History studies
historical events including Columbus Day,
Thanksgiving, Lewis and Clark, Birthday of Martin
Luther King, and Presidents’ day.

Math skills include whole numbers through hundred
thousands, adding and subtracting numbers through
thousands, multiplication facts, multiplying 4-digit
numbers by 1 digit number, dividing up to 3 digit
numbers by 1 digit numbers, adding and subtracting
fractions with like denominators, measuring with
customary and metric units, simple algebraic and
geometry concepts, data analysis and probability,
and problem solving.

Life Science focuses on living things, food chain and
webs, habitats, kinds of animals, spiders, conservation
and recycling. Earth Science deals with attributes of
types of rocks, types of soil, fossils; cause of day
and night, cause of seasons, sun, moon phases, and
planets. Physical Science includes light and heat
energy, and magnetism.

Third grade physical education reinforces the
skills taught in second grade. There is increased
emphasis on physical fitness and conditioning. A
concentration on team building activities increases
the student’s understanding of team concepts such
as cooperation and sportsmanship. Some of these
team activities are sideline soccer, long jump roping,
and floor hockey. Students participate in a pre and
post physical fitness test called Fitnessgram.

Science units emphasize animal habitats, weather,
life cycles (frog and butterfly), insects, health, and
basic body parts. Units are chosen to reinforce the
Letter of the Week.

Basic computer skills include: locating and learning
the purpose of the space bar, enter key, arrow keys,
backspace key, and letter keys on the computer
keyboard; using a mouse to point, click and drag,
selecting desired icons, scrolling within a scroll
box; using menus and learning basic computer
parts. Students learn basic LAN skills such as user
ID and password.

Art: Students experience various art activities
including: playdough, painting, drawing, cutting,
gluing, and printing with objects.
Music: Music appreciation is taught through songs,
rhythm instruments, movement, and dance. Songs
are chosen to reinforce the Letter of the Week.

Library skills include listening to stories, sharing and
choosing books, reading/looking quietly, following
directions, sitting in place, checking out books on
teacher’s card, fiction, arrangement of easy fiction
books, parts of a book, care of books, spine label
and its part (E fiction), keeping a classroom library
and returning books from the room, author and
illustrator, what and where are libraries, and sections
of the library.

Students are introduced to four main areas of
physical education: movement education, ball skills,
rhythmic skills, games and activities. Emphasis is
placed on flexibility, muscle strength/endurance,
body and spatial awareness, balance, locomotor
skills, and eye-hand/eye-foot coordination.
Improvements are assessed through different
activities such as target toss, hula hoops, striking
skill stations, and basic tumbling skills.

First grade physical education builds upon the skills
learned in Pre-K and K movement education with
an emphasis on more advanced locomotor and
manipulative skills. Improvements are assessed
through rope jumping, ball handling activities,
variations in balancing techniques, and spatial/
body awareness.

Students continue mastering the previously learned
skills in first grade. Focus is on the specific aspects of
each skill. Not only are skills evaluated individually
but more group activities such as four square, ball
handling stations, Newcombe, and Ralleyball are
introduced with an emphasis on teamwork and
cooperation. Students participate in a pre and post
physical fitness test called Fitnessgram.
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Reading: This course includes a study of different
types of literature. Elements of a short story are
discussed in relation to the stories. Students
work with vocabulary and writing exercises from
the stories.
Grammar:
Students work with the eight basic parts of
speech and diagramming is introduced.
Concentration is on writing complete sentences
and paragraphs, and students are introduced to
writing a research paper.

French
The eighteen week exploratory French course
introduces France and the vast Francophone world.
Basic topics include greetings, simple courtesies, the
calendar, numbers, and telling time.

A survey of American history and geography begins
with the establishment of the first permanent
English settlement and continues with a discussion
of the people and events that shaped our country’s
history up to modern times. A theme of toleration
and respect for other cultures and ideas is developed
in each lesson. Map skills are emphasized.

Emphasis is placed upon basic skills in addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division with whole
numbers, operations with fractions and decimals,
working with number sentences containing variables,
percentages, basic geometry concepts, problem
solving in all areas, estimation, and probability.

Drama classes focus on the development of
concentration, imagination, and on proper behavior in
the theater, whether on the stage or in the audience. Fifth
graders study basic theater terminology, stage directions
and positions, basic body movement, and the use of the
voice. Projects include an individual pantomime and age-
group observation scenes. During the last four weeks of
the quarter, the students are involved in the production
of a one-act play.
General Music I
The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop
music and basic performance skills and an awareness of
the elements, concepts, language, and applications of
music through vocal and instrumental performances.

Students are introduced to the elements of art and
principles of design including two dimensional
and three dimensional art. In two dimensional art,
students explore line drawing, value and color and
begin to identify perspective, space, and depth with
one and two point perspective. In three dimensional
art, they explore ceramics, learn the properties of
glazing and experiment with texture, shape
and form.

Students are introduced to rules, strategies, funda-
mental skills and concepts of individual and team
sports such as flag football, soccer, ultimate frisbee,
speedball, basketball, volleyball, whiffleball, bocce
ball, track and field, table tennis, badminton, tennis,
and matball. A pre and post physical fitness test
(Fitnessgram) is administered.

Art students study elements of art, art appreciation, art
history, studio techniques, drawing, painting, printmaking,
collage, ceramics, and sculpture. Perspective and depth,
movement and motion are added to students’ work.
Third graders learn to judge various styles: realistic,
abstract, and expressive.
Music focuses on melodic movement by step, skip and
repeated note, reading rhythms with notes and rests,
following words and notes written on the staff, identifying
the sound of the major, minor ,and chromatic scale, and
developing a vocabulary of musical terms.

Art incorporates symmetry, spatial concepts and
properties of color, landscapes, fantasy and abstract
images. Students identify and produce works of art
using the human experience to express emotions,
mood, and messages. Focus remains on art history
and art appreciation.
Music focuses on following the vocal score, recogni-
tion of basic musical form, and identifying the sound
of the major, minor, and chromatic scale. Students
listen and identify music of different styles.

Computer class focuses on advanced basic computer
skills (use key locations by touch, higher-level mouse
and menu skills, hardware terms-peripherals),
advanced word processing skills (formatting tech-
niques-fonts, graphics, tabs, spacing, alignments,
and proofreading), critical thinking, and problem
solving skills.

Previously learned library skills are reinforced.
Students learn about reference books, reports,
note taking, bibliographies, the Internet as a source,
types and number of sources and how to use a
magazine index.

Previously learned skills are reinforced. Students
learn the arrangement of J Nonfiction, spine label
and its parts. They discover how to find a book on
the shelf using the automated card catalog, find a
number in the card catalog, and call numbers for
books, folk literature, and short story collections.
They learn about the Dewey Decimal System,
atlases, mythology, almanacs, and genres.

Math skills include number recognition, one-to-one
correspondence, rote counting to 100 by 1s, 5s,
and 10s, patterns, sorting and graphing, estimation,
counting money, addition and subtraction, time,
calendar, measurement, classification, and greater
and less than.

Math skills include counting numbers to 100, ordinal
numbers, mental math and counting strategies,
place values, addition and subtraction concepts
and facts to 18, fractions, coin values, time, measure-
ment, estimation, problem solving, and real world
applications.

Math skills include problem solving, adding and
subtracting 2 and 3 digit numbers with and without
regrouping, understanding multiplication as repeated
addition, division as repeated subtraction, multiplying
one digit numbers, simple fractions, mental math
and counting strategies, fractions, measurement,
time, elapsed time, estimation, money, and inter-
preting graphs.

The science curriculum is designed to make students
aware of the importance of curiosity, honesty,
openness, and skepticism in science and exhibit
these traits in their own efforts to understand how
the world works. Students use tools and instru-
ments for observing, measuring and manipulating
objects in scientific activities and learn to compare
the similarities and difference in groups of organisms.
Health and safety issues are stressed.

A study of plants and animals encourages students
to observe and describe characteristics of living
things. A study of Earth and Space teaches that
Earth is made of land, air and water, and students
observe and describe the sun, moon, and stars.
When studying physical properties of matter, they
identify solids, liquids, or gases, describe materials by
color, size, shape, odor, flexibility and composition
and measure by nonstandard units of measurement.

Life Science focuses on living things, food chain and
webs, habitats, kinds of animals, spiders, conserva-
tion and recycling. Earth Science deals with attributes
of types of rocks, soil, and fossils; cause of day and
night, cause of seasons, sun, moon phases, and
planets. Physical Science includes light and heat
energy, and magnetism.

Students are introduced to Microsoft Word and
preparing a basic document, Microsoft Publisher
where they learn basic desktop publishing,
Microsoft Excel where they learn to prepare a basic
spreadsheet and chart, and Microsoft Powerpoint
and creating a presentation. Along with learning the
basics of Microsoft Office they are also introduced
to making a podcast using the Audacity software
and various databases, such as Galileo and World
Book, to research a topic.

Fundamental steps of the scientific method are
introduced. Students study energy and simple
machines, muscular and skeletal systems of the
human body coordinated with the nervous system,
ecology, light, color, and sound.

Students practice scientific methods and investigate
whether things sink or float, identify living and
nonliving things, list basic parts of plant and animal
cells and use microscopes to observe cells, describe
protists, bacteria, fungi, and viruses, classify organisms
into kingdoms of life, describe reasons organisms
become endangered or extinct.
Discover: Skills for Life discusses positive and
negative attitudes, identifies why drugs are harmful,
and develops skills for making good decisions and
building relationships.

Computer class focuses on advanced computer
skills (use key locations by touch, higher-level mouse
and menu skills, hardware terms-peripherals),
advanced word processing skills (cutting and pasting,
spell check, proofreading), critical thinking, and
problem solving skills. Students use the Internet
for research and make slide presentations with
PowerPoint.

Mission Statement:
Brookstone School, a college preparatory school founded in the Judeo-Christian tradition and committed to
academic excellence, endeavors to develop in its students a foundation for lifelong learning, integrity, personal
responsibility, mutual respect, and service to others.

Brookstone
Curriculum Guide
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Eighth grade social studies focuses on a deeper understand-
ing of the beginnings of world civilization starting with
prehistoric cultures through the Renaissance. Topics include
the Fertile Crescent, Ancient Egypt, Ancient India and
China, and Ancient Greece and the Roman Empire.

Physical Science covers physics and chemistry. Physics
includes motion and energy, forces, work, machines,
electricity, magnetism, sound and light. Chemistry topics
include the atom, properties of matter, elements,
compounds, mixtures, the periodic table, half-life, ionic and
covalent bonding, and properties of water.

Students develop projects in Microsoft Publisher, Microsoft
Excel, and Microsoft PowerPoint and use computer class
time to create projects for other classes. Microsoft Access
is introduced.

Drama introduces advanced vocal control, movement techniques,
position awareness on the stage, and character study. Students assist
with lighting, sound, costuming, property creation, and set dressing
for Middle School plays, and perform duet scenes and monologues.
Chorus focuses on choral singing: vocal technique, diction, ear
training, sight singing, and tonal memory, performance procedures
and stage deportment. Basic music theory includes note reading,
rhythm, and musical symbols. Piano Class focuses on the basics of
piano and music theory. Performance practices and stage
deportment are emphasized.
Intermediate Band develops intermediate music skills on wind or
percussion instruments through refinement and
performance of appropriate level music.

Students discuss and utilize principles of composition to
create an artwork, and they discuss formal and informal
balance in artworks. Art work is created in drawing and
painting, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics and crafts. The
concept of form and function in art is introduced and art-
work is created based on themes and genres. Perspective is
utilized to create landscape drawings and explore the figure
and portraiture.

Students are introduced to rules, strategies, fundamental
skills and concepts of individual and team sports such as
flag football, soccer, ultimate frisbee, speedball, basket-
ball, volleyball, whiffleball, bocce ball, track and field,
table tennis, badminton, tennis, and matball. A pre and
post physical fitness test (Fitnessgram) is administered.
Boys Weight Training
Students are introduced to athletic weight training prin-
ciples incorporating safety techniques, muscle, muscle
physiology concepts, neuromuscular adaptations to
conditioning, and the biomechanics of resistance exercise.
Students train to increase strength, improve cardiovascular
endurance and develop speed.

Writing includes the keeping of journals, paragraph writing,
summarizing, generating essays, and a research paper.
Literature includes reading and analyzing short stories,
poems, and novels. Spelling is studied in weekly units on a
daily basis. Grammar includes the study of sentence struc-
ture, punctuation, phrases, verb forms and tenses,
and clauses.
Speech
In this nine-week class, students explore the dynamics of
communication and are introduced to public speaking.
Classes prepare and deliver persuasive and informative
speeches. Effective speaking skills are established to pre-
pare students for eighth grade speech.

French covers one-half of a first year program and introduces
students to the French language and culture. Students learn basic
communication skills using primarily the present tense, the simple
future tense, and some necessary verbs. Vocabulary relates to the
following topics: friends, school, after school activities, family and
the home, cafes and restaurants, food and clothing.
Latin covers one-half of a first year program. Grammar includes
subject/verb agreement, the concept of number and gender, the
use of cases and simple sentence structure, and an introduction to
the use of tense. Cultural study develops through translation and
covers the Roman family, slavery, the founding of Rome, and
mythology.
Spanish covers one-half of a first year program. Students learn
basic conversation, writing, and listening skills and explore cultural
topics relating to chapter themes. Topics covered are friendship,
school, sports and leisure activities, food, family, and clothing.

The first semester of the seventh grade social studies
curriculum is centered on the United States, Canada, and
Latin America. Diverse materials are used to study and
explore the physical and cultural geography of these regions
of the world.

The second semester combines a focus on civics and
Georgia studies in the areas of government, civil rights,
and economics.

Readiness assessments determine the level of math to be studied
in seventh grade.

Seventh grade math covers a wide range of topics as it
continues to build on the fifth and sixth grade courses. Solving
equations involving integers, fractions, statistics, geometry,
proportions, percents, using the Pythagorean theorem, graphing
functions and probability are topics covered. Polynomials are
also introduced.

OR
Pre-Algebra is an introductory algebra class. It includes solving
integral equations, using exponents, rational number theory, ratio
and proportions, geometry, inequalities, probability and statistics
and polynomials. A reinforcement of basic number operations is
included throughout the year.

OR
Algebra I is the study of the generalized, symbolic arithmetic
operations in the real number system. Topics include real
number properties, linear and quadratic equations and inequali-
ties, monomials and polynomials, factoring, rational algebraic
expressions, graphing, systems of equations, and radicals.

Life Science is the study of living things. This course covers a
survey of the animal and plant kingdoms as well as the life
processes common to all living things. The students will study
life forms from the simplest cell to the most complex plants
and animals. Included is a concentrated study of the human
body systems. Students complete a science fair project as a
culmination of their study of the scientific method.

Students learn to use Microsoft Word toolbars to
manipulate documents and use headers and footers and
page numbering necessary for research papers. Students
create graphs in Excel to reflect data, add sound and
animation in PowerPoint, and develop larger projects in
Publisher such as magazines and newsletters.

Drama focuses on advanced scene work such as monologues and
duet scenes, advanced theater terminology, and a review of staging
techniques, and tech areas such as lighting, sound, costume, props, and
set. Students produce a one-act play.
Chorus focuses on choral singing, and tonal memory, performance
procedures and stage deportment. Basic music theory includes note
reading, rhythm, and musical symbols.
Piano Class focuses on the basics of piano and music theory.
Performance practices and state deportment are emphasized.
Beginning Band develops basic music skills on wind or percussion
instruments through the refinement and performance of appropriate
level music.

Students create artwork in painting and drawing, sculpture,
ceramics, and printmaking and crafts. They identify and
define elements of color theory: hue, value, and intensity, and
create artwork based on memory or imagination. Drawing
skills are used to depict form and shading and the use of aerial
and linear perspective. They explore landscape drawing and
painting and are introduced to the human figure.

Students are introduced to rules, strategies, fundamental skills
and concepts of individual and team sports such as flag football,
soccer, ultimate frisbee, speedball, basketball, volleyball,
whiffleball, bocce ball, track and field, table tennis, badminton,
tennis, and matball. A pre and post physical fitness test
(Fitnessgram) is administered.
Boys Weight Training
Students are introduced to athletic weight training principles
incorporating safety techniques, muscle, muscle physiology
concepts, neuromuscular adaptations to conditioning, and the
biomechanics of resistance exercise. Students train to increase
strength, improve cardiovascular endurance and develop speed.

Literature
Students examine the major genres in literature through
analysis of various literary elements. Students respond
to literature through oral and written expression.
Vocabulary is emphasized.
Grammar
Students work toward mastery of standard English
through writing, editing, and grammar “mini” lessons.
Examination of the parts of speech and diagramming
are continued.

Latin
Sixth grade Latin is a semester long exploratory course serving
as a foundation for future foreign language study. This course
introduces students to the basic structure of the language
including vocabulary and simple sentence construction. The
activity-based program also covers ancient Roman history,
mythology, and culture as students encounter the adventures of
a family in ancient Rome.

Sixth grade social studies focuses on the main
physical features and cultures of Asia and the Pacific.
Students study how Asia and the Pacific influenced other
world cultures, how the people of this region make a living
and how the region is changing. Students learn that Asia
was one of the birthplaces of high human achievement, as
the world’s first civilization and major religions began there.

Readiness assessments determine the level of math to be studied
in sixth grade.

Sixth grade mathematics focuses on building a strong foundation
of sound mathematic principles. Areas of concentration include
concepts of fractions and mixed numbers, basic geometry, posi-
tive and negative integers, applying decimals, and basic algebra.

OR
Pre-Algebra is an introductory algebra class. It includes solving
integral equations, using exponents, rational number theory, ratio
and proportions, geometry, inequalities, probability and statistics
and polynomials. A reinforcement of basic number operations is
included throughout the year.

Sixth grade science focuses on the Earth and its place in space.
Areas of concentration include the study of the solar system,
stars, Earth’s crust, plate tectonics, volcanic and earthquake
activity, the atmosphere, oceans and the environment.

The sixth grade continues with Microsoft Word, concen-
trating on the features of the toolbar and inserting graphics
into word documents. Microsoft Publisher is used to make
informational brochures about countries in which they are
covering in Social Studies. In Microsoft Excel they begin
using formula’s as well as continuing the basics of designing
a spreadsheet as well as graphs. In Microsoft PowerPoint
they are introduced to designing a presentation that will
enhance a topic in which they will be presenting to the class.

Drama students add to their knowledge of theatrical terms and
conventions with focus on characterization, gestures, and stage busi-
ness, vocal control. and storytelling techniques. Activities include simple
improvisational games and exercises. Students prepare and present a
complex oral interpretation and the class produces a one-act play.
Piano Class is designed for beginning piano students and focuses on
the basics of piano and music theory. Performance practices and stage
deportment are emphasized.
General Music II
This course enables students to develop music and basic performance
skills and awareness of the elements, concepts, language, and
applications of music through instrumental and vocal performances.

Students continue the study of the elements and principles
of art and design with more in-depth study of color theory:
color and value, and intensity. Work is created in drawing,
painting, sculpture, printmaking and crafts. Students identify
and use linear perspective to create depth and explore the
use of expressive content in art creating works depicting
specific moods.

Students are introduced to rules, strategies, fundamental
skills and concepts of individual and team sports such as flag
football, soccer, ultimate frisbee, speedball, basketball,
volleyball, whiffleball, bocce ball, track and field, table
tennis, badminton, tennis, and matball. A pre and post
physical fitness test (Fitnessgram) is administered.

Pre-Algebra
Readiness assessments determine the level of math to be studied in
eighth grade. The eighth grade Pre-Algebra course is an introducto-
ry algebra class. It includes solving integral equations, using expo-
nents, rational number theory, ratio and proportions, geometry,
inequalities, probability and statistics and polynomials. A reinforce-
ment of basic number operations is included throughout the year.

OR
Algebra I
The eighth grade Algebra I course is the study of the generalized,
symbolic arithmetic operations in the real number system. Topics
include real number properties, linear and quadratic equations and
inequalities, monomials and polynomials, factoring, rational alge-
braic expressions, graphing, systems of equations, and radicals.

OR
Honors Geometry
Honors Geometry includes a thorough treatment of analytic and
Euclidean geometry. Algebra I topics relating to the Cartesian plane
are reviewed and extended. The structure of two-column deductive
proof is emphasized and the following topics are included: parallel
lines, triangle congruence and application to quadrilaterals, similari-
ty of polygons, the Pythagorean Theorem and its application to an
introduction to Trigonometry, circles and related theorems, areas of
plane figures, and surface areas and volumes of solids. Prerequisite:
Algebra 1 and departmental approval

Students read short stories, novels, poetry, and plays. Writing
stresses paragraph unity, coherence, and organization.
Vocabulary focuses on literal and figurative word meanings,
usage, and relationships. Grammar includes phrases,
clauses, sentence structure, pronoun use, and agreement,
punctuation and usage. Communication culminates in an
eighth grade speech developed from a research paper.
Speech
In this nine-week class, students explore the dynamics of
communication and are introduced to public speaking.
Classes prepare and deliver persuasive and informative
speeches. Effective speaking skills are established to prepare
students for eighth grade speech.
Creative Writing
In this nine-week elective class, students practice writing skills
by focusing on the formulation of ideas, word choice, voice,
and organization. They incorporate these skills into their own
writing, as well as evaluate them in one others’ work through
peer editing workshops. Classes practice writing every day
and complete daily prompts and multiple writing assign-
ments.

Course #Years #Credits
English 4 4 *
Modern Language 3 3
Mathematics 4 4
Science 3 3
Social Studies 3 3**
Physical Education 1/2 1/2

Health 1/2 1/2

Fine Arts 1 1
Computer 1/2 1/2

Electives 2 1/2 2 1/2

Graduation Credit Requirements

Total Credits needed for Graduation 22
* Includes Junior Communications, Senior Speech
**Includes 1 semester of Economics and Government
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11

12

Language Arts Foreign Language Social Studies Mathematics Science Study SkillsComputer Physical EducationFine Arts

Required
Technology Integration (9-12)
Students apply practical solutions to the learning
environment using technology. Students gain an
understanding of word processing, information
retrieval, spreadsheets, presentations, electronic
communications, and introductory database skills.
Emphasis is placed on computer mechanics and an
introduction to peripherals used with computers.

Electives
Technology Integration is a prerequisite for all
computer electives.

Graphic Arts (9-12)
This is a project-oriented class designed to teach
graphic development and page design. Focus is on
the use of Adobe Photoshop to teach students the
latest in image creation and modification techniques.
Students create four to five showpieces of artwork:
two designed for commercial art, one concept piece,
one abstract piece, and one restoration piece.

Web Development (9-12)
This course lays a foundation for developing web
pages through the use of HTML coding. Concepts
covered include basic web page development, intro-
duction of dynamic content and client side scripting.
Focus is also on Internet programming.Students cre-
ate simple JavaScript programs to aid in web design.

Studio Productions (9-12)
Studio Productions is a project oriented class intro-
ducing skills in film and editing. Students learn design
principles and elements critical to a successful filming
experience such as storyboarding, lighting, sound,
and direction. Exposure is given to video editing
software. This course is dependent on the ability of
the class to work as groups and collaborate to enable
success.

Java Programming
This class is an exploration of the Java and J++
programming languages. Object-oriented techniques
are introduced featuring short code examples that
are built from the bottom up. Thorough coverage of
the basics, explanations and examples using the
StringBuffer class and Swing are offered.

Study Skills Seminar (9-12)
Study Skills Seminar is designed to equip
students with the learning strategies and
skills to be successful in the Upper School.
The course provides opportunities for
developing students’ reading speed,
comprehension and retention of materials.
Students learn skills of pre-reading and pacing,
skimming and scanning, note taking, drawing
conclusions, reading for bias, the five steps of
the SQ3R study method and text analysis.
Students plan, organize and implement a
personal program of study.

Critical Reading: SAT Prep (11-12)
This course focuses on the strategies of
reading analysis that include determining
thesis, drawing generalizations, identifying
inferences, critical reading, and understanding
the author’s role. This course provides an
introduction to speed reading and practice in
answering questions from the verbal section
of the SAT. Students learn skills to solve
analogies and vocabulary in context or
sentence completion.

One year of fine arts is required for graduation. Students may choose
the area of their preference.
Band (9 - 12)
This course enables students to develop basic technical skills on wind and percussion
instruments through the refinement and performance of high school band literature.
Emphasis is placed on development of skills in interpretation of notation and expressive
markings, individual and ensemble performance, and critical listening.
Piano (9 - 12)
Piano class is for students who have never studied piano. Students learn basic fundamentals of
music including note names and rhythmic values, note reading of treble and bass staff,
accidentals and dynamic markings. Students learn keyboard skills: 5-tone scales, chord and
inversions and cadences.
Advanced Piano (9 - 12)
Advanced piano class is for students who have had the beginner class or may be taking private
instruction. Music theory, key studies, and piano technique are emphasized for application to
advanced level compositions.
Theater (9-12)
This course is an introduction to theater including terminology, pantomime, improvisation,
acting, stagecraft, theater etiquette, and history of theater with emphasis on the modern
American theater and the Broadway musical. Students produce a full-length comedy or drama
and take part in the annual spring musical.
Chorus (9 - 12)
Cougar Camerata
Choral discipline and concepts learned in Middle School are reviewed. These include vocal
technique, diction, ear training, sight singing, tonal memory, and part singing. Advanced music
theory is studied. Historical eras and their major composers are studied.
Fundamentals of Art (9-12)
Students explore two and three dimensional art forms. Semester I focuses on two dimensional
projects; covering drawing with various media, color theory, painting with various media,
collage, linoleum block printmaking and pinhole photography. Semester II focuses on three
dimensional projects; hand-built ceramics, additive and reductive sculpture techniques in vari-
ous media, environmental sculpture and industrial design. Art criticism and art history is
addressed when applicable to studio projects. Students demonstrate an understanding of art
vocabulary and concepts and a willingness to discuss and explore visual art. An exhibit of
students work occurs at the end of each semester. Fundamentals of Art is a prerequisite for all art
electives.
Painting/Advanced Painting (10-12)
Students explore color theory and painting with the following media: watercolor, gouache,
acrylic, pastel and oil. Historical use of materials is covered as well as art criticism and art history.
Emphasis is placed on use of the elements and principles of design and composition. Students
gain an understanding of art vocabulary and historical and current artists working in the field.
Periodic museum and gallery visits enrich the students’ experience with painting. An exhibit of
student work occurs at the end of the semester.
Ceramics (10-12)
Students explore hand built and wheel thrown forms. The class addresses safe practices in the
ceramics studio. Students demonstrate an understanding of art vocabulary and concepts and
familiarity with both current and historical artists working in the field. Art history and criticism
are addressed where applicable. An exhibit of student work occurs at the end of the semester.
Printmaking (10-12)
Historical processes are explored with focus placed on master printmakers and their work.
Students are introduced to the processes of linoleum block printmaking, collagraphy, etching,
monotype and multi process relief printing, with focus on the design elements and principles.
An exhibit of student work occurs at the end of the semester.
Photography (10-12)
Photography provides in-depth experiences with photography and the methods and materials
of photography and photo developing. The history of photographic methods is covered simul-
taneously with practical applications of these methods. The elements and principles of design
are incorporated into the study of composition. Students begin with pinhole photography and
progress through digital processes. Darkroom safety and procedures are covered. Students
gain familiarity with important photographers, both historical and contemporary through the
course of the semester. An exhibit of student work occurs at the end of the semester.
Industrial Design (10, 11, 12)
Students explore the design process, from design brief, concept drawing, brainstorming,
prototype/model building, and production. Students explore professional opportunities in the
various fields of design, including: product design, transportation design, fashion design,
furniture design, and architecture. When appropriate, outside professionals are invited to share
their experiences with the class. The use of tools and materials and design principles is applied
to a variety of three-dimensional forms, products and structures.
AP Studio Art
The AP Studio Art class is for students who have demonstrated a desire, willingness and apti-
tude for the rigorous practice of Art. Students in AP Studio Art create a portfolio in which they
show a mastery of a variety of concepts and techniques of art, in either 2 Dimensional Design,
Drawing or 3 Dimensional Design. The portfolio includes three sections for evaluation: quality,
concentration and breadth. Students pursue the development of a body of work that investi-
gates a single idea or theme. A final exhibit in the gallery occurs prior to submission of portfolios.

Required

Class of 2010 will be required to take Health or PE
within the Freshman or Sophomore year.

Electives

Health and Safety Education
Health is a comprehensive course in the areas of physical,
mental and social well-being. It focuses on wellness
and preventive health and safety measures. Students
are introduced to anatomy, physiology, mental and
physical health, preventive medicine, environment and
heredity, safety, drugs, nutrition, human sexuality, and
health careers.

Strength Training and Conditioning
Participants will be introduced to athletic weight
training principles incorporating safety techniques,
muscle physiology concepts, neuromuscular adaptations
to conditioning, and the biomechanics of resistance
exercise.

Individual/Team
Sports & Lifetime Activities
Students are introduced to rules, strategies, and
concepts involving the following sports: golf, tennis,
badminton, speedball, basketball, and track and field.
Emphasis is placed on teamwork, cooperation, and
sportsmanship.

The primary goal of English 9/H is teaching compo-
sition. Grammar and vocabulary are stressed.
Literature is approached through a study of each
major genre, including the short story, novel, drama,
and poetry. Honors English focuses on a more
in-depth study of literature and writing.

English 10/H focuses on American literature, com-
position, and vocabulary. Beginning with Puritanism
and the Enlightenment, major literary movements
are examined both as representative of their times
and as contributive to shaping current American litera-
ture. Tests in Honors English 10 are composition-
based, and students also prepare discussion
questions similar to timed questions found on
the AP exam.

English 11/H is designed to build on a student’s skills
in writing essays of depth and breadth in organized
form with clarity and forcefulness. Literary content
focuses on the literature of England. Honors
students place greater emphasis on composition
skills, and students probe deeply into themes,
symbols, and philosophies of the works studied.

Communications (11)
Students give different types of speeches (demon-
stration, information, argument/persuasion), use
audio/visual aids effectively, and improve their public
speaking skills. Students begin preparation on the
Senior Speech which is an independent study project
involving extensive research, the preparation of an in-
depth outline and bibliography, and a presentation
before an assembly of the Upper School.

Senior Literature and Composition
Literature focuses on an historical approach to the
world’s most significant literary works in the “western
tradition,” from Greek Classical works through
European Modernism. Composition deals with basic
modes of writing, conventional and electronic methods
of research and documentation, as well as the finer
adjustment of mechanics and style.

AP Literature & Composition (12) Elective
This is a college-level seminar course designed for
students who demonstrate a proficiency in reading
and writing skills expected in college. Students are
expected to probe deeply into movements, themes,
and philosophies of world literature; to pursue inde-
pendent studies involving research and interpretation;
and to master written and oral communicative skills.

Philosophy (11, 12) Elective Introduction to
philosophy is a survey course that introduces the
main ideas of Western thought from the Presocratics
to the twentieth century. Topics include ontology,
epistemology, ethics, aesthetics, and metaphysics,
with individual students focusing on issues in religion,
freedom, justice, art, and political philosophy.

French I (9) Students are introduced to the sound system, basic
vocabulary, and fundamental structure of French. Emphasis is on
listening and speaking skills through intensive practice in auditory
comprehension and oral exercises. Students study the geography,
major cities and regions of France and are introduced to other
Francophone countries.
Latin I (9) This course introduces Latin grammar in a narrative
context and provides exposure to classical history and culture.
Spanish 1 & 2 (9, 10) This sequence is designed to help students
attain a degree of proficiency in the skills of listening, speaking, reading,
and writing, with emphasis on communication and real life situations.
French II/H (9, 10) This course continues to develop proficiency in
the four language skills and expand knowledge of the French cultural
and literary heritage. Students enrolled in Honors are required to do
additional work in reading, writing, and class presentations.
Latin II (9, 10) Latin II provides an initial review of grammar as well as
an introduction to more complex constructions giving students a
firm grasp of basic Latin grammar, vocabulary and an understanding
of ancient history.
Spanish II Honors (9, 10)
Students review grammatical concepts with emphasis on new verb
tenses. Students develop written proficiency with regular entries in
Spanish journals. The use of tapes and videos enhance speaking and
listening skills.
French III/H (10, 11) French III provides a thorough review of
content presented in the first two years while incorporating more
advanced vocabulary, structures, verb tenses, and idioms. Students
enrolled in honors are required to do additional work in reading,
writing and class presentations.
Latin III (10, 11) Students are introduced to new grammar and
vocabulary through original classical readings that are minimally edited.
Spanish III/H (10, 11) Emphasis is on writing, conversation, and
listening. Students build on grammar, and compound tenses are pre-
sented. Honors Spanish emphasizes verbal fluency, vocabulary
enrichment, weekly compositions, reading short stories, poems, and
essays by Hispanic authors.
French IV/H (11, 12) Students develop a solid command of
vocabulary, structures and verb tenses in order to read and discuss
literary works from the Middle Ages to the twentieth century. They
write short essays on cultural and literary topics and continue to
study Francophone countries. Honors students do advanced work.
Latin IV (11, 12) This course is subtitled “Latin Authors” because it
provides opportunities to read extensive selections from classical and
medieval authors. Students are expected to have mastered the bulk
of the classical Latin vocabulary.
Spanish IV (11, 12) This course focuses on reading, writing, listening,
and speaking practice on an advanced level and is designed to
consolidate material learned in previous courses and improve the
student’s proficiency in using the language.
AP French (11, 12) This course prepares the student for the
Advanced Placement Examination in French Language and is
comparable to a third-year college French Language course as
prescribed by the College Board.
AP Latin V (12) Students read and master a considerable portion of
Virgil’s Aeneid. This course includes extensive readings in English in
order to provide background on culture, history, and literature of the
early Empire.
AP Spanish (12) AP Spanish seeks mastery of the written
language in writing well-developed essays. Speaking proficiency is
stressed and students should be able to communicate ideas and facts
with minimal interference of grammatical errors. Proficiency in read-
ing narratives and literary texts is stressed.
Homeric Greek (12)
Homer provides students with an excellent introduction to the
Greek language because of the poem’s simplicity of grammar and
repetitive vocabulary. In addition, because of its central place in
Greek thought, the Iliad offers many opportunities for students to
learn about the culture and beliefs of the ancient Greeks. The text-
book contains a grammar and the whole of book one of the Iliad.
Mythology (10-12)
Primary focus in this course is on Greek mythology, but students are
exposed to Norse mythology and the Arthurian legends. Among
questions explored are “What did the myths do for their creators?”
“How would they look if updated for our time?” and “Do the old
myths still have meaning for us?” In addition to the primary texts,
Edit Hamilton’s Mythology and Howard Pyles’s version of the Arthur
stories, students use contemporary reworkings of myths and
secondary articles to deepen understanding of the materials.

World History (9) This course is a survey of global history from the
Middle Ages to modern times. It is developed around the themes
of continuity and change, cooperation and conflict, geographic and
cultural development, and the impact of individuals, ideas, and
technology.
United States History (10) The U.S. History course is a survey
course that centers on the evolution of our political, economic,
social, cultural, and religious institutions, and emphasizes 20th
century history. or
A.P. United States History (10) This course offers a more in-
depth development of topics and develops analytical skills through
the use of primary and secondary source materials.
Government (11, 12) This course deals with the institutions of
government and how they affect the formation of public policy.
Students role play various aspects of government decision making
situations. or
A. P. Government and Politics: United States (11, 12)
An in-depth approach is taken to advanced topics emphasizing the
institutions of government and the formation of public policy.
Economics (11, 12) Students receive an overview of macroeco-
nomic and microeconomic concepts, as well as an emphasis on the
mixed market/private enterprise system. Relationships between
consumers and businesses as well as the role of government in
economy are studied. or
AP Microeconomics (11, 12) Students develop an understanding
of the principles of economics that apply to individual decision
makers, both consumers and producers within the economic system.
Primary emphasis is placed on the nature and function of product
markets, and includes the study of factor markets and the role of
government in promoting efficiency and equity in the economy.

Electives
A.P. European History (11, 12) This is an in-depth study of
European history conducted as a college level course. Students deal
with analytical materials throughout the course.
World Physical Geography (11,12) This class provides an
understanding of the land and people of the major regions of the-
world. Selected elements of the earth’s physical system including
landforms, basic weather elements, soil, and vegetation are studied.
The class develops basic map skills.
Civil War History (11, 12) Topics begin with an exploration of the
historical events and issues that led to war (including a study of the
effects of slavery on the nation from the time of our nations’ found-
ing). Focus is on the political and military history of the war with
emphasis on the leaders of the Union and Confederate causes and
the battles that affected the course of the war. This study concludes
with an analysis of the ramifications of the war and its outcome.
Honors Constitutional Law (11,12) This course deals with the
judicial system and the evolution of civil rights. Students write law
briefs of U.S. Supreme Court cases, and the class conducts mock
trials in which each student serves as attorney and witness in cases.
Pre-requisite: AP Government and Politics
Psychology (11,12)
A foundation in basic theory and principles of psychology is
provided, and avenues for individual growth are emphasized.
Comparative Religion (11, 12)
The course is a study of the world and the philosophical ideas
behind their beliefs. Religions studied include Hinduism, Buddhism,
Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and the Primal Regions.
AP Human Geography (11-12)
Departmental Approval. The cultural approach to global geography
is used in this semester long course. The approach is multi-disciplinary.
Art History (11-12)
Students study architecture, sculpture, painting and other art forms
from ancient times to the present. Included is a chronological
overview of the History of Western Art, with periodic units devoted
to art and architecture of other cultures. Students explore art
criticism and learn to apply critical thinking skills to the study of art.
In-depth units investigate issues of theme, context, culture, politics
and religion; using artworks throughout history to illustrate different
aspects of these issues. Students demonstrate an understanding of
the methods of art criticism and pertinent contextual issues in both
oral and written format. Periodic trips to museums and galleries
enrich the student experience.
Multicultural Film and U.S. Culture (10-12)
This course introduces a learning matrix of movie history, movie
genres, film language and approaches to multiculturalism by which
to judge the movies, cultural representations and the cultural
experiences of a multicultural nation. The movies provide a win-
dow on middle and late 20th century cultures, which serve as
comparisons and contrasts for culture in the 21st century.

Required
Algebra I (9) Algebra I is the study of the generalized,
symbolic arithmetic operations in the real number system.
Topics include real number properties, linear and quadratic
equations and inequalities, factoring, rational algebraic
expressions, graphing, systems of equations, and radicals.
Geometry/H (9,10) Geometry includes a thorough treat-
ment of Euclidean geometry. The structure of two-column
deductive proof is emphasized and the following topics are
included: parallel lines, triangle congruence and application
to quadrilaterals, similarity of polygon, the Pythagorean
theorem and its application to Trigonometry. Topics are
extended in Honors geometry.
Algebra II (10, 11) Algebra II is a continuation of the study
of the real number system begun in Algebra I. Topics
include a review of Algebra I, linear and quadratic equa-
tions and inequalities, complex numbers, graphing,
sequences, series, basic combinatorics, exponentials,
logarithms, and functions.
or
Honors Algebra/Trigonometry (10 - 11) This is a
rigorous study of the complex number system with heavy
emphasis on graphing. Topics include linear, quadratic and
other polynomial equations and inequalities, pattern analysis,
finite differences, problem solving techniques, complex
numbers, exponentials, logarithms, sequences, series,
mathematical induction and a graphical approach to the
“limit” concept as used in calculus.
Algebra III Trigonometry (11, 12)
This course is a continuation of the study of the complex
number system begun in Algebra 2. Topics include linear
and quadratic equations and inequalities, graphing, basic
combinatorics, exponentials, logarithms, functions, and a
thorough study of trigonometry and circular functions.

Electives
AP Statistics (11, 12) This is a college level introductory
class covering the fundamentals of descriptive and inferential
statistics. Topics include probability, design of experiments,
surveys, discrete and continuous probability distributions,
hypothesis testing, analysis of variance and regression.
Calculus (11, 12) This introductory study includes
fundamentals of analytic geometry and calculus, limits,
continuity, differential calculus, integral calculus, and
applications in science, economics, and business arenas.
This course may not be taken after taking Honors Calculus.
Prerequisite: Algebra 3/Trig
AP Calculus AB (11, 12) After a review of Precalculus topics,
focus is on limits, differentiation and applications, integration
and applications, related rates, and solids of revolution.
AP Calculus BC (11, 12) Topics included in this course
include: limits, differentiation and applications, integration
and applications, related rates, solids of revolution, limits of
series and sequences, and “delta-epsilon” proofs.
Honors Calculus (12) This is a college level course including
the topics: limits, differentiation and applications, integra-
tion and applications, related rates, and solids of revolution.

Required
Biology/H (9, 10) Emphasis is placed on the basic life processes
and the diversity of living things. Major areas of study include
biology as a science, characteristics of life, biochemistry, cell
structure and function, genetics, evolution, the five kingdoms of
living things and ecology. Laboratory work is an integral part of
this course. Honors Biology is a fast-paced, laboratory-based class.
Chemistry/H (10, 11) This course is a qualitative and quantita-
tive analysis of matter. Concepts covered are the mechanics of
chemistry, the mole concept, the structure of matter, the behavior
of matter, gases, and solutions. Emphasis is on the use of mathe-
matical procedures and on problem solving skills using the
dimensional analysis method. Laboratory exercises enhance the
course. Honors chemistry is an accelerated version of general
chemistry.

Electives
Anatomy/Physiology (11, 12) This course is designed for students
who are interested in a comprehensive study of the human body.
Major areas of study include life processes, body organization,
biochemistry, histology, the eleven organ systems and topics of
nutrition and reproduction. Laboratory work is an integral part of
this course.
Neuroanatomy (11, 12) The first half of the semester will
involve a detailed analysis of the human nervous system accom-
panied with the dissection of typical mammalian systems. The latter
part of the semester is spent in an exploration of how the
human nervous system affects human behavior.
A.P. Chemistry (11, 12) This course is a highly theoretical study of
the structure of matter, kinetic theory of gases, molecular geometry,
chemical bonding, chemical equilibria, chemical kinetics, and
chemical thermodynamics. These topics are supported by
quantitative problems and appropriate college level laboratory
experiments.
Physics (11, 12) A quantitative study of the physical relation-
ships encountered in the world of science is provided. A problem
solving approach to teaching general principles and applying
them to real world situations is used. Topics covered are mechanics,
waves, sound, light, optics, electricity, and electric currents.
Laboratory experiments are included.
AP Biology (11, 12) This is an advanced course in the study of life.
Topics covered are molecules and cells, heredity and evolution, and
organisms and populations. Laboratory work is a major component
of this course.
Zoology (11, 12) Zoology is a second course in biology which
covers the animal kingdom in more detail. Predator/prey,
scavenger/carrion, host/parasite, and other relationships are
investigated. Classification, genetics, early development, and
ecological relationships are emphasized. Laboratory studies and
field studies to the Florida coast and Eufaula National Wildlife
Refuge are included.
Ecology (11, 12) This is a study of the structure and functions of
nature. Food webs, consumer/producer relationships, and other
aspects of all living things are studied. Man’s great influence on the
environment is a major focus of the course. Field trips include
Brookstone campus, the Chattahoochee River, and a trip to a
coastal area for the study of marine life relationships.
Ornithology (11, 12) This is a general study of many of the
species of birds in our area and other parts of the world. Habitats,
ranges, economics, nesting, and scientific classification are areas for
discussion. Identification of local species along with their impact on
pest control is a main focus. Field trips to Eufaula National Wildlife
and the Florida Coast are included.
Astronomy is the study of “everything out there” – the stars,
planets, asteroids, meteors, comets, and the vast distances
between them. Space travel is a primary topic of discussion.
Physics, math, geology, and history are all closely associated with
the study of astronomy. Night sessions with the school’s
telescopes are held several times during the semester.

(4 units required) (3 units required) (3 units required) (3 units required) (1/2 unit required) ((1/2 unit required)(4 units required)

Upper School
(1 unit required)

10-08

French
French 8 continues instruction in the French language and culture.
The past tense is introduced along with more irregular verbs.
Expanded vocabulary will include travel by plane, train and car, daily
routine, health, sports, and cultural activities. At the end of eighth
grade students are prepared to enter French 2 or French 2 honors in
High school.
Spanish
Spanish 8 is a continuation of Spanish 7 and covers topics such as
leisure and vacation activities, home, health, community, movies and
TV, restaurants, and the environment. Students continue to work on
conversation, writing, and listening skills and explore cultural topics
related to chapter themes. Students who successfully complete this
course may take Spanish II, Honors Spanish II, or begin a new foreign
language in the upper school.
Latin
Latin 8 completes the first year program. Grammar includes the
completion of all declensions and tenses, noun/adjective agreement,
and pronouns. Cultural study covers the founding of Rome and the
growth of the Empire including the contributions of the Romans to
world civilization.
Speech
In this nine-week class, students explore the dynamics of communi-
cation and are introduced to public speaking. Classes prepare and
deliver persuasive and informative speeches. Effective speaking skills
are established to prepare students for eighth grade speech.


