Brookstone Parent Association

Meeting Minutes

January 24, 2011
Opening
The Board meeting of the Brookstone Parent Association (“BPA”) was called to order at 11:05 a.m. on Monday, January 24, 2011 in the Passailaigue Founder’s Room of the Kirven Building by BPA President, Jamie Lewis. 

Present
 Jenifer Amos, Haley Arnold, Marie Arnold, Kornisha Brown, Joan Culpepper, Sara Dismuke, Jackie Dudley, Regina Fernicola, Jeanne Hasty, Kim Jinks, Laura Jones, Becky Kenimer, Jamie Lewis, Linda Logan, Amber Massey, Kelly McKinstry, Cher Pitts, Carroll Pound, Kim Rozycki, Patti Simkins, Lucia Swift, Wendy Timmons, Emily Trotter, Melinda Ward, Rena Wilson,Teresa Young, Frank Bonner, Brian Kennerly,  Mary Snyder, Cindy Sparks, and Catherine Trotter.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting, held November 10, 2010, were unanimously approved as distributed with no corrections or additions. 

Treasurer’s Report

No Report
Committee Reports
Bidding for Brookstone  -- Kim Jinks reported that Bidding for Brookstone will be on April 28th at the Rivermill. There will be babysitting offered at the Rivermill.
Bingo -- Lucia Swift reported that Bingo Night is January 27, 2011 from 5:30-8. She is accepting prize items and needs volunteers.

Book Fair – Joan Culpepper reported that the book fair raised $4200. The next Book Fair will be in May and the summer reading books will be available. 
Cougar Shoppe – Melinda Ward reported for Kristi Smith that the Cougar Shoppe has merchandise on sale … hooded sweatshirts for $25, and long-sleeved t-shirts for $15. They will be open every Friday January 28 and February 18.  You can also contact Kristi Smith or Suzie Whilden at any time and they’ll be happy to meet you at a special time.
Country Fair – Cher Pitts reported that the kick-off meeting is February 3 in the Founders Room. She will be sending Willingness to Serve forms soon. The tuition raffle tickets go on sale this week.
Fine Arts -- Patti Simkins reported that they had a superb turnout for the Holiday Show.  She thanked the volunteers who helped with the performance, and who made candy bags for the 75 performers. 

Literature Live – Jeanne Hasty reported that Literature Live was a success.  Author Kimberly Willis Holt had a wonderful time at Brookstone, as did the students. The writing workshops were beneficial and fun for all who attended them. Jamie read a thank you note Ms. Holt sent to the BPA.

Service – *Sara Dismuke prepared a written report on the Service projects (copy attached).
Sports Program – Wendy Timmons reported that feedback from the Fall Sports program had been very positive. The ad sales from the Fall program helped to support the Winter and Spring programs. The Winter program was just distributed last week.  

Technology – Amber Massey reported that we need to update the BPA website pictures and encouraged everyone to send her any pictures that they may have from events around Brookstone.  It was suggested that a link to the BPA site be placed in the @Brookstone email blast. 
School Reports
Lower School – *Kornisha Brown prepared a written report on the happenings in the Lower School which was distributed and reviewed (copy attached).

Intermediate School – No Report
Middle School – Chris Moore prepared a written report on the happenings in the Middle School (copy attached).

Upper School – *Rena Wilson prepared and distributed a written report on the happenings in the Upper School which was distributed. (copy attached).

Administration
Advancement – Catherine Trotter reminded everyone of the Georgia GOAL program to redirect your state taxes to benefit Brookstone. She announced that we are halfway to the meeting the goal of the Annual Fund. She suggested that the BPA and Country Fair submit an article in the next Brookstone magazine.
Business Manager – Frank Bonner reported that the new sign has been erected.  If anyone wants to put an announcement on the sign, they should contact Elizabeth Smithwick. We have purchased 22 new tablets through BPA funding.

Enrollment – Mary Snyder reported that they are currec=ntly evaluating new PK and 9th grade students. She thanked everyone who made the Upper School Open House a success, especially those involved in Cougar Live.

Guidance – Sandi Smith reported that the Middle School will be beginning a new curriculum called Party Time that is part of the program. Standardized Testing will be moving online this year.
Servant Leadership – Cindy Sparks prepared and distributed a written report on the Servant Leadership happenings at Brookstone (copy attached). She announced that there is a Preparing for College seminar for Seniors on January 27th.
Headmaster – Brian Kennerly presented a powerpoint outlining many initiatives that are underway at Brookstone.

Academic Quality – Department Chairs have been named in grades PK-12. Their responsibilites include mentoring, overseeing curriculum, delving into their subjects, and disseminating information to other faculty members to help them stay current in their fields.

Positions – There are two open positions:


Co-Director of College Counseling


Upper School Principal

Advising – Grade Chairs have been named in grades 6-12. They will work with students, as well as be a main point of contact for parents. The Chairs for each grade are as follows:

6 – Trace Copeland


7 – Glenda Yancey


8 – Cynthia Strange


9 – Billy Byrd

10 – Peter Parisi

11 – Dee Dee Branham

12 – Jacob Crowder

Capital Campaign – We must raise the Annual Fund goal amount. There is an Excellence Now initiative going on now. 62% of the operating expenses are paid by the annual fund, 30% by the Annual Fund and the rest from endowments. 

Professional Development – Training is going on for the Orton Gillingham phonics curriculum, the Lower School Math Curriculum and Gurian Institute.

Schedules – There will be changes to the schedule next year for Middle and Upper Schools. There will be a rotating schedule so that children are able to attend classes at different times of the day throughout the week.

New Calendar – Next year Thanksgiving Break will be a full week. Fall Break will be coordinated around PSAT testing, and will be a ½ day on Friday, then Monday and Tuesday of the following week. Parents Nights at the beginning of the year will be split into 2 nights, one for classroom visits and one for the auditorium presentation.

Funding – Support Annual Fund.

Late Wednesday Start – Next year the school day will begin later on Wednesdays at 9:00. There will be free extended day offered from 7:30-9:00. The later start to the day will allow faculty to meet before school on these mornings. 

Recruitment – Mr. Kennerly is going to Boston next week to interview potential faculty members. The interview process is changing. There will be a 3-Day interview process. The first day the candidate will meet with the administration. The second day the candidate will interact with students and teach a class. The third day will include contract negotiations.

Link Crew/Web Crew – Seniors will be linked with freshmen. Eighth graders will be linked with sixth graders.

Servant Leadership – There will be a trip to Ricks in May. The Ricks institute will be integrated with character education through a thematic program.

Summer School – Math (Algebra) summer school will be at Brookstone this summer. Kelly Mc Kinstry asked if there could be a math program for lower schoolers during the summer, to replace sending students to Sylvan, etc. Mr. Kennerly will follow up with a response to her request.

Tablet Education – The tablet program will be continued next year.

Testing – Brookstone is changing to the Educational Records Bureau. The results will be compared to other GISA norms. Expect scores to appear lower in comparison because they will no longer be compared to nationwide statistics.

Drug/Alcohol – Brookstone is still using the FCD program.

Enrollment – The Upper School open house was a great success. A diversity committee is being formed to look at admissions of all cultures. Parents can help with marketing Brookstone. 

Uniforms – A committee is being formed to make a decision whether or not to have uniforms once and for all.

SACS/SAIS Accreditation – The committee will visit Brookstone October 16-18, 2011.

Arts and Athletic Advisory Board – Boards are being formed to look at where Brookstone wants to be in the future.

President’s Report – Jamie Lewis thanked Mr. Kennerly for his hard work this first year. She reminded the BPA to use their Publix cards and to turn in Box Tops.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m. by Jamie Lewis.

Minutes submitted by:

______________________________

Melinda Ward, Secretary

Approved:  _______________________________

*Indicates Committee Report or other related information submitted and attached to official record of the Minutes.
