Brookstone Parents Association
Meeting Minutes
September 12, 2011

Present
Teresa Young, Margaret McCormick, Rashmi Hudson, Jamie Lewis, Leslie Slaughter, Jeanne Hasty, Gantt Shadburn, Meg Perkins, Kelly McKinstry, Hannah Vongsavang, Jill Land, Amie Harris, Misty Webb, Amber Massey, Sheri McVay, Christy Jones, Haley Arnold, Marla Calagaris, Ann Maria Adams, Patti Simkins, Kim Janke, Jennifer Yancey, Kellie Alexander, Karen Price, Emily Trotter, Lauren Briscoe, Jenifer Amos, Wendy Timmons, Kina Spitzmiller, Darlene Sanders, Manning Weir, Chris Moore, Marci Mathis, Catherine Trotter, Frank Bonner, Jimmy Thompson, Lisa White, Mary Snyder, Cindy Sparks, Brian Kennerly

Opening
President Teresa Young opened the first meeting of the year at 11 a.m. on September 12, 2011.  Jeanne Hasty led us in prayer.  

Minutes
Minutes from the May 9, 2011, meeting were approved unanimously by the board without any corrections or additions (Motion – Kim Janke; Second – Patti Simkins).  

Treasurer’s Report 
Teresa Young reported that current BPA and Booster financial reports were available for review on the tables.  She asked each committee chair to look over their budget and let her, Rena Wilson or Frank Bonner know of any changes that need to be made.

Committee Reports

Bingo
Kelly McKinstry advised that Bingo will be on January 26, 2012, and she needs volunteers!

Book Fair (November 7-9)
Hanna Vongsavang reported that this year we will once again hold our fall, in-store Book Fair at Barnes and Noble and in the library of the Kirven Building.  Expect about 1,000 titles to appear on the shelves, including “Big Head” Biographies, Elf on the Shelf, adult table, and Christmas/Holiday table.  This year, we have some exciting new additions to Book Fair week:
· NOOK Look and Learn:  Ron Ussery and Barnes & Noble will host a presentation in early November to share features of the NOOK that parents might not have explored yet, including study guide, digital magazines, and book sharing.  This event will be great if you’ve been interested in NOOK technology, but want to know more.  Date TBA.
· International Table:  To celebrate our diverse Brookstone community, we will set up a table to showcase bilingual books, folklore, and picture dictionaries from other countries.  We currently have B&N checking to see if we can receive Book Fair credit for Rosetta Stone purchases –  great for our aspiring language students of all ages!
· New Store Layout:  B&N will be changing the format of their children’s department including more ‘learning’ toys, books, and activities.  We will see some of this in school as well with great new science titles that Teresa and I previewed!
· In Store Activities: Our Book Fair coincides with the American Girl Doll club, November 7th.  The new release of Cecile & Marie-Grace from New Orleans, will mean lots of fun things for your 6-8 year olds to do (the older AGDC will meet the following Monday)!  We are also hoping to plan other in store events.
· Round Up for Reading: We will be rounding up our purchases again, this time to help the Wilson Apartments Learning Center where many of our Fox Elementary students go to receive tutoring.  The round up only applies to purchases made on school credit.  To help them out further we will do an “out with the old, in with the new” book drive.  Parent’s wanting to clear some shelf space can donate gently used books to Wilson as well.
 
Kids will come home with their wish lists, and teachers will also have wish lists available in the Kirven building and in-store to benefit our classrooms.  We’re still looking for volunteers to help with set up (probably November 6th) and to help the kids out with their lists from the 7th-9th.

Booster
Amie Harris explained the new structure for this committee to allow for progression and to ease transition:
· Adviser
· Chair
· Co-chair

They also purchased a new popcorn machine for the Football Stadium concession stand.  It has larger capacity than before.

Technology
Amber Massey showed what the new BPA website looks like and advised that the goal is a one-stop shop for parents.  Catherine Trotter reminded everyone of ParentNet too.

Cougar Parent Pride
Christy Jones asked for funding for 8-10 yard signs ($100-$300) to use around campus to promote spirit during various events.  Some signs will be “generic” so that they can be used for all sports.   Examples: “Come Support Your Cougars”,  “Game Tonight @ 7:30 pm”, Sign with the Brookstone “B”,  “Cougar Walk”, “Go Cougars!!.”  The signs would be the kind you stick in the ground and can reuse (like campaign signs).  Kellie Alexander moved we approve this expense and Amie Harris seconded the vote.  All agreed.

We made baskets of “goodies” from the BPA and distributed them to the Football, Softball, Volleyball, and Cross Country teams and the Cheerleaders.  We also assisted in decorating for the 3rd Brigade dinner before the Football game on September 9th against Hawkinsville.

We will continue to blow up balloons for decoration at the football games as well as have the balloons ready for the cheerleaders for release when the Football team comes onto the field.

Cougar Shoppe
Teresa Young reported that there is a new T-shirt design.  She also mentioned the Cougar Shoppe is open on Fridays from 11:30-3:30 and during the first half of all home football games.  If you need an item before Friday, you can order online or call or email Kristi and Suzie and they will get the items for you.

Faculty Appreciation
Ann Marie Adams reported that volunteers have begun providing snacks for teachers.  Lower and Intermediate schools will use their Sunshine Fund to celebrate birthdays with cake or cupcakes and won’t need snacks on those weeks.  This fund has been used for some grades and now it will be used throughout these two schools.

Fine Arts
Patti Simkins invited everyone to see the new mural being painted on the back side of the Woodruff Arts building.  She also advised that the sign for the Pep Band has been placed in the stadium to mark their seating section.  Various board members commented on how nice the band sounded.

Hospitality
Kim Janke is now gearing up for Cum Laude ceremony in the Upper School.

Learning Center
Jennifer Yancey advised that the Mind is Mine program may be turned over to Ken Hoats as he is now a full-time counselor.  She will meet with Ken to determine his/BPA roles and will update the BPA Board at the next meeting.  Vision Screening is well on its way.

Literature Live
Deborah Wiles is an incredible author who writes about friendship, family, community, love and kindness.  Kellie Alexander has arranged for her to come to our campus during the Book Fair in November. 

Magazine Drive
Emily Trotter highlighted some changes to the program:
· QSP is the new vendor who brings fun activities and prizes including the duck lanyards. 
· Just go to QSP.com and enter Brookstone school, and we’ll get 40% of each sale with the possibility of earning 45%.  
· Upper School grades earn 10% 
· Online orders are double points.
· The class that gets the most gets 5% more.

Sales to date are as follows:

$8785 2010 Total Sales
$5747 2011to date in Internet Sales
$2888 as a signing bonus from QSP

Emily and Lauren need volunteers to help with duck feeders and turn-in days (September 28).

Service / Servant Leadership
Jenifer Amos and Cindy Sparks were delighted to report that almost all shoe boxes for Ricks were taken during the Back to School Bash.  We are still collecting boxes from families who took one to fill – we need to collect all this week.

Military Appreciation – thanks to all who helped with the special event and especially to Teresa and Margaret for their leadership and sharing of BPA support.

Servant Leadership Fair – September 16, 10:00-11:30.  Twenty-five organizations will be represented in the quad with the purpose of helping our students know of volunteer opportunities.  Parents are invited to attend!

Dr. Hal Urban will be the speaker on October 25.  He will speak on:  “Talking to Your Kids:  10 Suggestions for Parents.”

Sports Program
Wendy Timmons was able to get enough sponsors and ads sold to provide each Brookstone family with a free Fall Sports program.  We collected $10,250, which is less than last year due to less seniors participating in the Fall Sports.  After printing cost, we net around $7,000.  Winter and spring programs are coming.

Video Production
Jr. Beta club ceremony was recorded last week.  Please let Jackie Dudley or Darlene Sanders know if there’s an event that should be videotaped for the parents.

School Reports

Lower / Intermediate Schools
Gantt Shadburn showed pictures of the kids enjoying the new relaxation area.  The new tiling and paint jobs are welcome additions.  See full report in the appendix.*
Middle School
Jeanne Hasty echoed Gantt in that the middle school remodeling rocks!  Also, Parent Panel is coming up next week.  Ken Henson has decided to mentor all 7th and 8th grade boys.  See full report in the appendix.*

Upper School
Leslie Slaughter announced that Homecoming Week will take on some new twists including hall decorating, dodge ball in the quad, and dress down days, along with other on campus activities.  The goal is to move activities to break time instead of afterhours.  The Freshmen Retreat is new this year and feedback was AWESOME!  See full report in the appendix.*

Administration

Advancement
Catherine Trotter invited all to join in on the FUN RUN as it is for everyone!  Also, the @Brookstone is taking on a new format to be more concise.  Finally, she asked Kim Janke’s Hospitality team to help with the upcoming SACS/SAIS visit on October 16-18.

Athletics*
Todd has provided this report to add to the minutes:
· Approximately 250 Upper and Middle School students are participating on nine different athletic teams this fall (this does not include MS tennis and golf, which would be about another 150).
· Participation numbers are up in almost all fall sports, and preliminary numbers suggest participation will be up in our winter sports.
· We managed to get through the extremely hot weather with no serious problems, which is a credit to our coaching staff for being aware and preparing our athletes well.
· As a bit of a recap from last year…
· Brookstone finished 3rd overall in Class A in the Director’s Cup race. 
· Brookstone won eight region/area championships last year.
· Every sport at the varsity level qualified for the state playoffs last year with the exception of football and girls basketball.
· The boys golf team won its eleventh state championship last year.

Development
Lisa White stated the Georgia GOAL program is a state funded scholarship program, which began in 2008.  The purpose of the program is to provide opportunities for children to attend private schools and they must have never attended a private school before. Additionally, this is a needs based program.  The state allocates $50 million yearly to support this endeavor.  Currently, Brookstone has 18 children on GOAL scholarships.  We have raised over $76,000 as of the end of June. 
 

Anyone who is a Georgia taxpayer can participate in the GOAL.  If you are married and file a joint return, a couple can donate up to $2500 and designate that the funds be allocated to Brookstone.  You will receive a dollar for dollar credit on your state taxes meaning this money will be refunded to you once you file your taxes.   Also, you can receive a charitable tax deduction from your federal taxed if you itemize.  For those taxpayers who file individually, then they can contribute $1000.  There is no gimmick and everyone wins in this program!
 
Please act swiftly and help Brookstone raise more money for their scholarship program.  Please go to www.brookstoneschool.org, click Support Brookstone, then Charitable Gift Planning and follow the directions under Georgia GOAL!  Or call Lisa White, Director of Development at 706.324.1392 ext.1126.

Enrollment
Mary Snyder was pleased to announce 111 new students have joined us this year for a total 
enrollment of 788.  While this is the same as last year, we’d like to see an increase.  Clair Thayer, Corie Greenblatt and Tonya Badcock have done a great job of pairing 74 new students (K-11) with Brookstone families. 

Servant Leadership
This report is included with the Service Report above.

Student Activities
Jimmy Thompson was delighted with the outcome of the first Freshmen Retreat and Link Crews involvement.  The crew is continuing to follow up with their mentees.  Friday night’s dance after the Hawkinsville game was well attended.

Homecoming dance will be from 8:30-11:30 pm in the Quad and will include the same band as 2009.  There will NOT be a charge to the dance this year.  

 Headmaster’s Message
Back to School Bash covered all major items.

Brian Kennerly said that a committee met during the summer to help provide healthier lunches.  While the pendulum has swung too far over, we’ll meet in the middle providing some favorites along with healthy options.  This committee is ongoing.

There will be a survey in the next 30 days that will include questions about uniforms.

All students should be encouraged to attend on campus activities to keep them from experimenting with drugs or drinking.  This is a BIG issue as drugs and alcohol are killing kids!

Credit cards can now be used to pay for GOAL and tuition.  Faculty now has the option to use payroll deduction for GOAL.
Old/New Business

Military Appreciation Night
Margaret McCormick explained that the Military Appreciation Night on September 9 replaced our annual BPA cookout.  We hosted 25 high-ranking officers from the 3rd Brigade and their families, along with our Brookstone military families, at dinner in the cafeteria followed by the football game.  Assisting with the evening’s activities were members of Cougar Pride, Intermediate School singers, and Abby Kamensky.
 
New Committees
Teresa announced the creation of two new committees:

1. Literary Competition will focus on identifying contests for our students to submit their works.  It includes Shannon Land, Elizabeth Thorne, and Katherine Gibbes and will eventually move to the Literature Live committee.  
2. School Supplies is headed by Avery Wolff with the goal of providing less expensive supplies due to bulk purchasing.

She also presented an idea brought up by a teacher:  Fill the Stands night for all different sports to help expose students to different students as well as cheer on our teams.  Ideas to boost attendance included homework passes and dress-down days.  This may be best timed for the same time as when Cougar Live will broadcast.  Fill the Stands night should be included in the Cougar Pride emails (Connie Mansour).  Cougar Pride committee could identify the broadcast dates/sports to provide to Connie Mansour.  

Adjournment
Teresa Young adjourned the board meeting at 12:20 pm.

Minutes submitted by:

Rashmi Hudson, Secretary

[bookmark: _GoBack]Approved:  November 14 at the BPA Board Meeting

*Indicates Committee Report or other related information submitted and attached to official record of the Minutes.



Lower School News 
September 2011 BPA Meeting 
 
* The Character Trait for September is “Citizenship”.  
 
* Lower/Intermediate School had Spirit Night at the first home football game on 
 August 26th against Macon County. 
 
* We had our school pictures on August 31st. 
 
* We had our Room Parent Meeting on September 2nd.  We had great attendance  
 and have a wonderful group of mothers this year.  They are all very excited and 
 eager to help! 
 
* Bible Study will start on Wednesday, September 14th for all 2nd and 3rd graders.  
 This is offered at 8:00-8:45 a.m. on Wednesday mornings in the Commons Room. 
 
* The Lower School will have Parent Night on September 13th at 7:00 pm.  There 
 will only be classroom visitation with no meeting in the Turner Center this 
 year.  This is for Parents only and Extended Day is offered by reservation. 
 
* Our two Magazine Turn-in days will be: September 14th and September 28th.  
Sell,  sell, sell! 
 
* The Homecoming Varsity Football Game is September 23rd.  All classroom 
doors  will be decorated during Homecoming week by the children with the help  of the 
 Room Parents and other parents.  Every class will receive an award. 
 
* Our Service Week this year will be October 3rd -7th. 
 
* October 7th is early dismissal.  There will also be NO SCHOOL on the 10th or 
11th  due to Fall Break. 
 
* We will have a Family Night on October 27th. 
 
* October 28th is Fall Festival.  Times are as follows: 
  PreK-K, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
  Grades 1-5, 1:30-4:00 p.m. 
  
* November 2nd is a Teacher/Parent Conference Day with NO CLASSES for 
 students! 
 
* Literature Live and our Book Fair will be held November 7th-9th. 
 
 
Intermediate School Report
August/September 2011

2011-2012 GRADE PARENTS

Grade parents for this year are as follows:
4th grade - Cynthia Hill, Jill McAbee, Peyton Farrar
5th grade - Debbie Harris, Becky Kenimer, Cathy Hemmings, Lisa DeNamur

HIGHLIGHTS

LS/IS Recognition night at varsity football game was Aug. 26.

LS/IS Parent Panel met for an orientation meeting Sept 1st and elected officers for the panel. First meeting is Sept. 22nd in the Turner Center at 8:15am. The Orton-Gillingham reading approach to reading will be explained as well as a new supplemental computer-based math program.
 
LS/IS Grade parents met with Meg Perkins - LS BPA Representative, and Gantt Shadburn - IS BPA Representative on Sept. 2nd to discuss grade parent responsibilities, class activities, and special events for the upcoming year.

Magazine Drive kicked off Tues., Sept. 6th and will run through Sept. 28th.

IS Student Council candidate speeches and election was held Sept. 9th.
    Officers for the 2011-2012 school year are:
            President - Ruth Hunter
            Vice Pres. - Gordy Pease
            Secretary - Mary Weston Courville
            Treasurer - Nan Sheek
            4th grade Room Reps - Charles Swift, Stephen Bunn, Helen Farrar
            5th grade Room Reps - Taylor Harris, Ben Sloan, William Neal

10th anniversary tribute of the 9/11 tragedy was held the morning of Sept. 9th. The children, after a short message, moment of silence, and the pledge of allegiance listened to 6 classmates from the Intermediate School sing and sign the words to God Bless The USA.

DATES TO REMEMBER

Sept. 14th - IS classroom visitation
Sept. 19th - Homecoming week. IS students will hang Cougar Pride posters on their lockers they have made.
Oct. 3rd -7th - LS/IS Week of Service


[image: 4thgrade ripple lounges.jpg]


4th graders enjoying the new “ripple lounges” in the Intermediate School Square.




Brookstone Middle School
BPA Report
September 2011

We currently have 190 students in the middle school with the following breakdown:
6th – 64 students
7th -  55 students
8th – 71 students

The biggest item to start off our year was the middle school remodeling project.  Our hall floors were replaced with bright blue, gray, and black tiles.  We’ve also added graphics to our walls that separate our grade levels by areas, and we’ve made an 8th grade lounge area with ottomans.  The brightly colored walls and new rock wall with a TV messaging system have added visual interest to the middle school, and the students love the changes.  We are grateful to the donors that made these renovations possible.  Please visit when you get a chance!

Grade Chairs are making a huge difference in building relationships with students and their parents.  Trace’ Copeland (6th), Glenda Yancey (7th), and Cynthia Strange (8th) have each held parent coffees where grade specific information was shared with parents.  They are in the process of having conferences with every parent of students in their grades.  Weekly meetings are led by grade chairs every Monday morning and weekly emails about each grade are sent out to parents.  These ladies are doing a great job as experts in their grades.   Many positive responses have been shared by parents.

Middle School Clubs are offered by teachers for 9 weeks.  Students have selected from offerings such as Dance Club, Apple Club, Computer Club, Chess Club, Mayberry Club, Glee Club, and Fitness Club.  Students look forward to Club Thursday!

Thanks to Mr. Ken Henson for noticing a need to encourage young men to reach their potential.  He has organized a group of men to mentor all 7th and 8th grade boys.  Mr. Brian Hicks will speak to those two groups of boys, as well as to the entire MS student body, on Tuesday, Sept. 20.  Ken Henson’s group will follow-up Sept. 22 with small groups of young men.  We look forward to encouraging our young men strive for excellence.

Our TV messaging system, is used to let all students know each day of our rotating cycle, menu items for the day, program time information, and various other messages from Beta Club, Student Council, athletics and more.  

We started our new year with a 7-day rotating schedule.  The students have caught on quickly, and the teachers are adjusting as well.  The Late-Start Wednesday has benefited teachers and students.

Our WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) program for 6th graders started strong this year under Mrs. Trace’ Copeland’s leadership.  This program is a partnership between some of our 8th grade students mentoring our new 6th grade students.  After two days of training for the 8th grade leaders, the 6th grade orientation was a huge success. 

Our first middle school social was Friday, August 26, in the cafeteria and was very well attended.  Trace’ Copeland organized and supervised a pizza party before the dance for all 6th graders and their WEB leaders.

Our student body enjoyed hearing Col. Tim Weisenreder speak on the meaning of honor and integrity at the assembly on August 25.   The student-led Honor Code signing will be Thursday, Sept. 15. 

Middle school fall athletics are in full swing, with both football and softball playing and the cross country team practicing for their upcoming meets.  Many students are participating in golf and tennis as well.


Upcoming events:
MS Classroom Visitation Night (Sept. 15)
Homecoming Activities
Service Week
8th Grade trip – outdoor education with Adventure Treks in North Carolina (Oct. 25-28)
7th Grade trip – Savannah, GA (Oct. 26-28)



Upper School Board Report

· The Upper School is thrilled to welcome 7 new faculty members:
· Mary Brugh is teaching ninth grade English.
· Kimberly Conner is the instructor for Algebra I and Geometry classes.
· Leading all the Junior English classes is Shawn Connors.
· Mitzi Gaynor is teaching Physics, AP Physics, and Honors Chemistry.
· Brody Howard is our new World History, Government, and Economics teacher.
· Katie Sears is teaching all five levels of French.
· Also new to the Upper School is Jon Terrell who is now helping Frances Berry in the College Guidance office.

· Dale Epperson and John Stafford are doing excellent jobs in their new roles as Director of Studies and Dean of Students, respectively.  The beginning of the year has gone very smoothly with schedule changes and new disciplinary procedures thanks to their tireless efforts.

· Billy Bird (9th), Pam Shuler (10th), Dee Dee Branham (11th), and Jacob Crowder (12th) are now serving as Grade Level Chairs.  Each week, they are holding grade level meetings, meeting individually with students, and gathering weekly to help plan the program time activities.

· The newly created Program Time is allowing the Upper School to gather together for large group programs and to provide advice through smaller group experiences.
· Mondays are being used for all-Upper School assemblies.  This time is being used for announcements and for giving attention to those students and faculty who are excelling in and out of the classroom.
· Tuesdays are advisory days.  During this small group time, students are receiving age-specific information to help with their moving through the Upper School.
· Clubs can meet on Wednesdays during break time.
· Thursdays are assembly times.  These assemblies will tend to be speakers or presentations done by students, faculty members, or people from the outside.  For example, the Upper School has already heard presentations done by the students who visited the Riks Institute this past summer and the student government who organized a 9/11 tribute.
· Friday program times will tend to be time set aside for fun events.  For example, we have used this time for musical chairs, a Club Fair, and a dodgeball tournament.

· One of the highlights of the first few weeks was the Honor Code signing ceremony on August 22nd.  Dr. Kennerly, student government Vice President Will Kamensky, and Mr. Weir all addressed the student body.  Mr. Thomas Gristina, current Brookstone parent, spoke about his experiences with having gone to schools with Honor Codes during high school and college.  Other events related to the Honor Code this year are:
· All students signed their names to grade specific placards that will be hung in the halls as a visible reminder of everyone’s pledge to uphold the honor code.
· During program time the next day, advisory groups did a thorough examination of the newly created Honor System booklets.
· Copies of the Honor pledge will be hung in all the classrooms.

· Another highlight of the first few weeks was the freshman retreat which took place from August 24-26 at Sharptop Camp.  Juniors and seniors led small group discussions as Linkcrew leaders, and 14 other seniors served as members of the kitchen work crew.  The freshmen were charged by the retreat’s speaker Mr. Glenn Campbell (not that Glenn Campbell) to be courageous in their daily lives and in their relationships with others.

· Some faculty members who have gone out of their way to make this a great beginning of the year:
· Mary Lou Jarrell has picked up two different classes since mid-August when it was noted that the way some classes had been set up were not in the students’ best interest.  She has picked up a Pre-Algebra class and an Honors Geometry class.
· Late in the summer, Jimmy Thompson also agreed to pick up a World Histroy class in the Middle School in order to make class sizes more manageable.  
· Peter Parisi continues to have a fantastic attitude about his Latin classes even though he has been out of his classroom since the incident with the air conditioner.  He should be commended for his ability to make lemonade under these circumstances.
· In August, Brody Howard was informed that he had been named the runner-up for a Pennsylvania Conference for Social Studies student teacher of the year award.
· Nan Pate did a wonderful job in putting together the program for the 9/11 commemoration.  Anna Flournoy, Brody Howard, Blair Harrison, Peter Parisi, and Cynthia Strange all shared their experiences of where they were when they heard of the attacks.  Sally Bradley concluded the program with her unique experience on that day as she was living in New York City at the time.
· Anna Flournoy worked tirelessly over the summer to put together The Honor System booklet.  Putting everything related to the Honor System all in one booklet will only continue to strengthen the school’s sense of honor and trust.

Upcoming Events

Homecoming Week			September 19-24
Hispanic Heritage Celebration  	September 29
PSAT Day 				October 12
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