Brookstone Parent Association

Meeting Minutes

September 13, 2010

Opening
The Board meeting of the Brookstone Parent Association (“BPA”) was called to order at 11:03 a.m. on Monday, September 13, 2010 in the Passailaigue Founder’s Room of the Kirven Building by BPA President, Jamie Lewis. 

Present
Kellie Alexander, Haley Arnold, Marie Arnold, Kornisha Brown, Mary Bruce, Joan Culpepper, Sara Dismuke, Jackie Dudley, Regina Fernicola, Claudia Garrard, Amie Harris, Jeanne Hasty, Cynthia Hill, Kim Jinks, Christy Jones, Laura Jones, Jill Land, Jamie Lewis, Toncy Little, Linda Logan, Amber Massey, Margaret McCormick, Sheri McVay, Meg Perkins, Cher Pitts, Kim Rozycki, Patti Simkins, Lucia Swift, Wendy Timmons, Emily Trotter, Melinda Ward, Jennifer Yancey, Teresa Young, Frank Bonner Marci Mathis, Chris Moore, Sandi Smith, Mary Snyder, Cindy Sparks, John Stafford, Todd Stanfill, Catherine Trotter, and Nancy Burgin.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting, held May 3, 2010, were unanimously approved as distributed with no corrections or additions. 

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Bruce reported that current BPA August financial reports were available for review on the tables.  She asked that Committee Chairs check the reports to be sure their budget looks correct and to let her know of any changes. 

Committee Reports

Bidding for Brookstone – Claudia Garrard reported Bidding for Brookstone would be held April 28, 2011 at Green Island Country Club. She said that the committee is trying to change the perception that this event is for the Lower School, because it is a school-wide event. The committee is working to get more sponsors, involve Lower, Middle, and Upper School parents, as well as teachers/faculty from each school. 

Bingo -- Lucia Swift announced that this event would be held January 27, 2011. The committee will be sending flyers in November to start asking for prize donations.

Book Fair – Joan Culpepper reported that the Brookstone Fall Book Fair will be held in the Upper School Library November 8th through 10th, and at Barnes & Noble November 8th through 14th.  There will be 2 tables in the library dedicated to the guest author for Literature Live. 

Booster – Cynthia Hill reported that volunteers are still needed for Booster concessions.  The Lower School parents are staffing the home football concessions shifts. There is now a paid part-time worker to help ice down drinks, and set up for the volunteers prior to home games. They have been trying to get concession items from Ken Elliston to keep costs down. 

Communication  -- Jamie Lewis asked that board members contact Rashmi Hudson if they know of a Brookstone family with person in the hospital, or such, so that she can send something on behalf of Brookstone. Contact Christy Townsend if there are any events that she needs to announce on the Marquee. Contact Amber Massey if there are events she needs to add to the website. 

Frank Bonner announced that the new digital sign will go before the Zoning Commission in October for approval.

Cougar Parent Pride – Christy Jones announced that they have recognized student athletes with treat bags this week. There is now a weekly email announcing the school athletic events for the week. The first Cougar Parent Pride Tailgate will be held Friday, September 17th 5:45 – 7:00 pm behind the Intermediate School. Hotdog dinners and drinks will be sold for $5.00. The first 100 people will receive a spirit prize. Be sure to have your BPA pass for free admission. 

Cougar Shoppe – Melinda Ward reported for Kristi Smith that the Cougar Shoppe has had a very successful Back to School season, with sales of $18, 859.25 since August 1. They have many new items that were displayed on tables during the BPA meeting, such as Men’s Under Armour Collared Shirts ($45), Ladies Quilted Jacket ($45), car tags, t-shirts, window clings, etc. They are open every Friday from 11:30 – 3:30. They will also be open at home football games during the tailgate and through the first half. If you need something outside of shop hours, contact Kristi Smith or Suzie Whilden. Also, some of the more popular items are available on-line. Thanks to Catherine Trotter for her help in getting this site up and running.

Country Fair – Cher Pitts announced that Country Fair would be held April 29, 2010. The committees are being formed. 

Faculty Appreciation – Kellie Alexander announced that there are over 35 people signed up to participate in Faculty Appreciation in the Lower School. Toncy Little announced that the Intermediate School has also had a great response from volunteers. The Middle School has already begun appreciating its faculty. 

Fine Arts – Patti Simkins announced that there would be an email sent in the near future with the Fine Arts announcements.  The first event promoted will be the CSU String Quartet. The committee is looking to start up a new drumline and pep band. They also want to begin a guitar club. The purpose of this committee is to promote the fine arts/musical talents of students that may not be in fine arts classes at Brookstone.

Hospitality – Marie Arnold reported that the Cum Laude reception would be held September 22nd. Jamie Lewis also thanked Marie for helping with the Headmaster’s Reception.

Ice Cream – Regina Fernicola reported that she and her volunteers have already been serving ice cream in the cafeteria. They are also trying to assist students in the cafeteria so the teachers can have a bit of a break during lunch.

Learning Center – Jennifer Yancey announced that the preschool vision screening is coming soon. They are also working to set up the Mind is Mine program for the 3rd graders.  

Literature Live -- *Jeanne Hasty prepared a written report including information on the guest author for Literature Live, Kimberly Willis Holt (copy attached).

LS Library – Jill Land reported that volunteers are being scheduled to work in the LS Library every other day.

Magazines – Meg Perkins reported that over $20,000 in sales were turned in during the first week. They had lots of volunteers helping on turn in day. They have had over $3,100 in online sales so far and 92 subscriptions from the first turn-in week were from online orders. The committee has passed out prizes and awarded prizes to top sellers for grades PK-8. Mrs. Wilson’s 4th grade is currently in the lead for the pizza party as the top selling class for the LS/IS with $2,362.00. The final turn-in day is Wednesday, September 15, however, magazines can be ordered through the Brookstone website link to aphearst.com all year. Brian Kennerly encouraged the board to push the magazine sales through teams their children belong to, and other groups within the school. 

Service – Sara Dismuke reported that the service weeks in each school are coming up soon. Lower School Week of Service is 9/20-24.  Middle School Week of Service is 9/27-30. Upper School Day of Service is October 8.  Drivers are needed for the Upper School and Middle School Days of Service. Brookstone parents serve as volunteers for Vision and Hearing screenings at Fox Elementary.  This is one of the most appreciated services by Fox , as they would not be able to screen their children otherwise. There will be a refresher and training course. The screening date is September 29th. There was a gathering for parents to learn more about and sign up to help with activities with Servant Leadership at Brookstone. The can drive with Pacelli will be going on through October 15th. Ricks Institute boxes will be due October 29th. Publix cards for Brookstone and Fox are still available. Please use your Publix cards.
Sports Program – Wendy Timmons reported that the Fall Sports Program was distributed at the first football game on September 3rd.  They were also handed out at Upper School Parent night.  Wendy sent an individual copy to each remaining athlete and lower and intermediate parents. There were enough printed to give one free to each Brookstone family. About 700 were printed for about the same cost as 300 programs last year. Costs were saved in printing with the way they were stapled instead of bound. The total ad sales totaled just under $15,000. Wendy thanked everyone for a smooth transfer of information. She is looking for ideas for the Winter program.  

Video Production – Jackie Dudley reported that so far she has filmed the Middle School Jr. Beta Club induction on September 9th.  Plans are to offer DVDs of the induction ceremony for $10. Jackie would like to be contacted with future dates and events that can be recorded. Her email is jackie.dudley@me.com.

School Reports

Lower School – *Kornisha Brown prepared a written report on the happenings in the Lower and Intermediate School which was distributed and reviewed by Kornisha (copy attached).

Intermediate School -- * Kim Rozycki prepared a written report on the happenings in the Lower and Intermediate School which was distributed and reviewed by Kim (copy attached).
Middle School – Margaret McCormick reported on the happenings in the Middle School. She welcomed Chris Moore as Principal. The first Middle School Parent Panel was well-attended. Stephanie Hunter talked about Social Issues and Stacy Dewitt discussed Connect With Kids. Junior Beta Club inducted 27 students. Student Government Elections have been held. Overnight trips are being planned for the 7th and 8th graders. Middle School students are also busy in sports.

Upper School – *Rena Wilson prepared and distributed a written report on the happenings in the Upper School which was distributed. (copy attached).

Administration

Advancement – Nancy Burgin reported that there has been 68% faculty participation in the Annual Fund so far.  The goal is 100% participation for parent and faculty. This year they will be asking dads to make the calls about Annual Fund. 

Catherine Trotter asked that any web communication be sent to her to have uploaded. They are working on building on Strategic Planning for the future. Stacy Dewitt spoke to the Upper School about the Culture of Caring. The FCD committee, made up of parents, faculty and students is working on prevention planning. They are working on presentations.

Athletics –Todd Stanfill thanked the board, especially to the Concessions, Sports Program, Advancement and the Cougar Parent Pride committees for all their hard work and support. He reminded everyone that the BPA passes are required to get in free at the football games. The gate next to the Intermediate School will be closed at 7:00PM on game nights. 

Business Manager – Frank Bonner gave thanks for all the BPA does for the school. He reminded the board not to leave anything of value in their cars, to prevent break-ins. He reported that a letter will be sent to parents about the closing of the Cross Country trail while blasting work is being done Signs will be hung to give notice of this work.

Enrollment – Mary Snyder thanked the New Family hosts and hostesses. There are over 100 new students to Brookstone. Pre-K Parent Open House will be held September 30th. Student Open House will be October 1st. Jamie Lewis reminded the board to invite new families to events at Brookstone.

Guidance – Marci Mathis reported that the Lower School is excited to welcome Kenneth Hoates.

*Sandi Smith prepared a written report on the happenings in the Middle School, which was distributed and reviewed by Sandi (copy attached).

John Stafford reported that Gordy Scarborough would be the Honor and Leadership speaker.

Servant Leadership – Cindy Sparks reported that the theme for this year is “Be Connected.” About 75 upper School students have signed up to participate. She reported that Brookstone received a grant for having the 11 Principles of a Character Driven School. She also reported that girls from the Anne Elizabeth Shepherd Home came to Brookstone for a batting camp sponsored by the varsity softball team on September 11th.  The players and AESH girls all enjoyed the event.          

Old/New Business
BPA Fall Cookout -- Teresa Young thanked to everyone who helped with the BPA Pre-game Cookout to kick off a great football season. Ken Elliston supplied our grillers: Patrick Graham, Sandy James and Rob Poydasheff with burgers and hot dogs. Lee Pierson provided wonderful background music and entertainment. The middle school cheerleaders painted faces and the children and parents seemed to enjoy themselves.

Parent Panels – Jamie Lewis reported that this year, the committees are working to make the Parent Panel meetings more effective. The Trustees are presenting information about the Strategic Plan at the meetings. She reminded the board to use the proper chain of command for issues involving individual students. She encouraged everyone to attend the meetings. Jamie also reminded everyone to contact those who have completed the Willingness to Serve forms, and to try and involve new families.

Headmaster – Brian Kennerly reported that he and his family are getting acclimated to Columbus and Brookstone. He is learning the culture of Brookstone, what to act on, and what to watch. He encouraged everyone to participate in the Annual Fund to keep from having a tuition increase. Only 65% of operations costs are covered by tuition, so the Annual Fund has to make up the other 35%. Brookstone has not been able to give raises to teachers in 5 years. We must keep our teachers fresh, and be able to send them to educational seminars to allow them to grow, so they can provide the share their knowledge with our children. He reported reported that the Tablet Program in the Upper School has helped some students become more organized. It will allow students to be more prepared for college than those who have not been exposed to using tablets. He also asked for suggestions for changing the beginning of the school year. He would like to find a way to be more effective than trying to cover everything in a parent night for each school. He reminded us that parent involvement helps us as a school.

President’s Report – Jamie Lewis thanked everyone on the board for their hard work.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. by Jamie Lewis.

Minutes submitted by:




______________________________










Melinda Ward, Secretary

Approved:  _______________________________

*Indicates Committee Report or other related information submitted and attached to official record of the Minutes.
