Brookstone Parent Association

Meeting Minutes

November 8, 2010

Opening
The Board meeting of the Brookstone Parent Association (“BPA”) was called to order at 11:05 a.m. on Monday, November 8, 2010 in the Passailaigue Founder’s Room of the Kirven Building by BPA President, Jamie Lewis. 

Present
Kellie Alexander, Jenifer Amos, Haley Arnold, Mary Bruce, Sara Dismuke, Jackie Dudley,  Rashmi Hudson, Jamie Lewis, Linda Logan, Amber Massey, Margaret McCormick, Kelly McKinstry, Meg Perkins, Carroll Pound, Kim Rozycki, Patti Simkins, Angie Schwan, Kristi Smith, Lucia Swift, Wendy Timmons, Emily Trotter, Melinda Ward, Suzie Whilden, Rena Wilson, Jennifer Yancey, Teresa Young, Frank Bonner, Brian Kennerly, Marci Mathis, Windle Mc Kenzie, Chris Moore, Mary Snyder, Cindy Sparks, John Stafford, Todd Stanfill, Catherine Trotter, and Carol Rogers.

Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting, held September 13, 2010, were unanimously approved as distributed with no corrections or additions. 

Treasurer’s Report

Mary Bruce reported that current BPA October financial reports were available for review on the tables.  She asked that Committee Chairs check the reports to be sure their budget looks correct and to let her know of any changes. 

Committee Reports
Special Projects -- Linda Logan gave a brief discussion of the process for submitting BPA Special Project requests and the requirements those requests must meet to be considered for approval.  A request must:  1) benefit a group and not an individual, 2) be non-consumable or service oriented, and 3) remain the property of Brookstone School.  The Special Projects committee met November 3 to review project requests, and approved the list of “2010-2011 Special One Year Projects” attached to these minutes. The projects amount to a total disbursement of BPA funds of $17,348.00.  She and Frank Bonner thanked the BPA for their hard work in raising these funds.

Bingo -- Lucia Swift reported that Bingo Night is January 27, 2011. She is accepting prize items and needs volunteers. She will be distributing flyers about Bingo night soon.

Book Fair – Teresa Young reported for Joan Culpepper, who was working at the Book Fair. She reported that there were over 2000 titles for sale, including Christmas themes, adult best sellers, a Nook area, and many others. Buyers were encouraged to “round up for reading”, which means to round the purchase price up to the next dollar. The extra money would be used to buy books for at-risk children at four local agencies.

Booster – Carroll Pound thanked all the football concession stand volunteers. Rashmi Hudson thanked all the volleyball concession volunteers.

Cougar Parent Pride – Jamie Lewis thanked Sheri McVay and Christy Jones for their signs, spirit goody bags. They tried to include all fall sports athletes. Rena Wilson commented that the weekly email is really effective and several others agreed.

Cougar Shoppe -- Kristi Smith reported that the Cougar Shoppe has done well so far this year.  Through October, we have a little over $32,000 in sales.  This is about $1,200 more than the same time last year.  They have gotten some great merchandise in recently … hooded sweatshirts (youth and adult sizes), long-sleeved t-shirts (youth and adult sizes), Under Armour t-shirts (youth and adult sizes), Under Armour shorts (adult sizes only), Spirit Fingerz (gloves), and notepads.  Please remember us for your Christmas needs, both for your kids and teachers!  They’ll continue to be open every Friday from 11:30 – 3:30.  You can also contact Kristi Smith or Suzie Whilden at any time and they’ll be happy to meet you at a special time.
Fine Arts -- Patti Simkins reported that they had a superb turnout for the first band and chorus concert which almost filled the Turner Center, thanks to the coordinated efforts of the fine arts department heads, Ken Elliston providing refreshments, Rainer Mullin and Connie Mansour sending out the first Fine Arts Happenings email, and the efforts of the Fine Arts committee, especially Janette Pippas who served the refreshments for the concert. She has met with Alice Kay McFarland, Robert Mullinax and Ceil Bone to plan for more promotions of art and performances and have communicated with Sharon Jiles about helping promote all of the drama performances. Patti hopes to be able to announce at the meeting the dates that the Nutcracker special performances will take place on campus. A second Fine Arts Happenings email should be on everyone's email by today promoting the chorus performances in the community and the piano club at Spring Harbor. Patti is working with Ceil and Sally Bradley to get more student art on the website, and the December 9 Holiday Concert featuring the band and choruses will be a big event and will be promoted in a big way. Everyone is invited to hear the piano club perform this afternoon at Spring Harbor at 4:00 PM. 
Literature Live – Jamie Lewis thanked Jeanne Hasty for her hard work on the Literature Live events. She was able to have author Kimberly Willis Holt come to Brookstone to do writing workshops and speak to the students in assemblies. Jamie encouraged board members to visit Ms. Holt’s website.

Magazine Drive – Meg Perkins reported the Magazine Drive was a huge success!  We were hoping the have the "official" numbers to report, but they are around $57,000. This means that the BPA's total amount generated from the Magazine Drive should be a little over $25,000. Meg and Emily Trotter were very excited to improve our online sales this year with $8,608 of our orders being done online.  350 magazines were ordered online.  They want everyone to remember and spread the word that magazines can be ordered all year long and Brookstone can continue to get credit.  The website is an easy way to do that!  www.aphearst.com
The top sellers this year were:

LS/IS:

Caroline Roman

Antonia Nunley

Colin Campbell

MS:

Sarah Burgin

Frank Waldrep

Emily Anderson

Mrs. Wilson’s 4th grade class won the pizza party with total sales of $4797.75!
Service – Sara Dismuke reported all 3 service weeks/upper school day ran smoothly.  We provided numerous goody bags for deserving recipients whether they were residents of Brookside Glenn, soldiers of the wounded warrior program at Ft Benning, Participants of the Open Door Showering program to name a few.  Other worthy projects received help from the students of Brookstone too… (Easter Seals, Feeding the Valley, Habitat for Humanity etc).  Thank you to all parents who sent in supplies or drove our students... It is a true gift that our school has such great parent involvement.

We had a superb group of parents volunteer to help with the vision and hearing screening at Fox Elementary... We appreciate the parents help... we screened at least 150 Fox Students and made many referrals for further assessment. THANKS LADIES who helped out!!! You were great (efficient too().

We were successful again this year with the canned food drive... Our Faculty was supportive through offering incentives to the students.  In sixth grade for example, Mrs. Amy Smith offered 3 group points for every can that a student would bring in.  We collected 2300 non- perishable food items that were shared with Brown Bag and Dream Center... Way to GO!!!

Thank you for a great response to the Rick’s shoe box program... We were able to ship 400 shoe boxes to Ricks. Thank you to all those who participated and a special thanks to the parents who were able to come and help seal and sort the boxes. 
We delivered lots of tennis shoes and also coats to Fox this week.  There are a lot of children who need to go to the Clothing Bank.  We are going to take them on a Brookstone bus as soon as Sara Spano people give Fox a special time.

Upcoming Events:


Character Workshop
 is November 12. Sunshine Baskets will be done in February. Fox Fun Day is April 28, 2011.  She can use parent volunteers to help out with this.

Sara appreciates all those parents who are willing to help out in any area at Brookstone. 
School Reports
Lower School – *Kornisha Brown prepared a written report on the happenings in the Lower School which was distributed and reviewed by Marci Mathis (copy attached).

Intermediate School -- * Kim Rozycki prepared a written report on the happenings in the Intermediate School which was distributed and reviewed by Kim (copy attached).
Middle School – Margaret McCormick prepared a written report on the happenings in the Middle School which was distributed and reviewed by Margaret (copy attached).

Upper School – *Rena Wilson prepared and distributed a written report on the happenings in the Upper School which was distributed. (copy attached).

Administration
Advancement – Catherine Trotter reminded everyone of the Georgia GOAL program to redirect your state taxes to benefit Brookstone. Last year $80,000 was used for the financial aid program.
Annual Fund last year made $537,000. We need more participation this year. Please remember the 30 Day Challenge and donate to the fund.
Athletics – Todd Stanfill thanked all the concession stand volunteers. He announced that the varsity cheerleaders were going to participate in the State Competition on November 13.

Enrollment – Mary Snyder encouraged the board to speak to new families, and make them feel welcomed. Open House is November 11.

Guidance -- John Stafford reported that there were over 200 attendees at the Freedom from Chemical Dependency night.  He stated that without parent involvement, we cannot prevent drug and alcohol use in our students. He said there are about 75 people on committees at Brookstone surrounding FFCD. The survey results and FFCD video are going to be posted on Parentnet. 

Servant Leadership -- Catherine Trotter thanked all the parents for the support and participation with the recent servant leadership events including the Weeks of Service, Shoe Boxes for Ricks, and the can drive.
Brookstone Capstone Seniors are collaborating with a team of seniors from the Institute of Leadership Advancement at the University of Georgia to plan a Leadership Retreat for girls from the Anne Elizabeth Shepherd Home in early 2011.  

Brookstone will host a Character Workshop on November 12.  Character Education Partnership will be leading the in-service on the 11 Principles of Effective Character Education.  Twenty-five educators from several schools and community agencies will join twenty-five Brookstone representatives for the 8 hour event.  This exciting opportunity has been made possible by an Aflac grant to Character Education Partnership.  This workshop will help with some great plans for Brookstone and character education for the future.

COL Peter Jones, Commander of the Third Brigade, will speak to Brookstone students on November 19.  Brookstone continues to enjoy and benefit from a strong partnership with the soldiers at Fort Benning.

A service trip to Ricks Institute is being planned for May 2011.  There will be an interest meeting for students in 10-12 grades, their parents, and faculty/staff on November 15 at 7:00 pm in the US Lecture Room.
Headmaster – Brian Kennerly reported that 3rd party audits are going on, and that a lot of work has been done by Frank Bonner and Carol Rogers. They are also working on budgeting for next year.

Brookstone is working on different ways of marketing the school to our community. The best way to market is for parents to talk with others about Brookstone. 

Feedback about Tablets in the Upper School has been positive. If this continues, there is a possibility that tablets may be issued to the Middle School in the future.

Brookstone is in need of new mini buses. They are looking at cycling in 2 new ones per year.

This winter, he is going to bring in someone to look at schedules. This person will help with developing new daily schedules to best meet the needs of students.

Cassandra Kennon is now Academic Dean.  There is going to be a new position, Director of Studies to look at curriculum and work with department heads (PK-12).

President’s Report – Jamie Lewis thanked everyone on the board for their hard work.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. by Jamie Lewis.

Minutes submitted by:

______________________________

Melinda Ward, Secretary

Approved:  _______________________________

*Indicates Committee Report or other related information submitted and attached to official record of the Minutes.
