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Meeting Minutes
September 22, 2011

Parent Panel members present: Beth Mullin (PK), Mint Flowers - Chair (K), Whitney Pease (1), Kornisha Brown (3), Nancy Sheek - recording secretary (4), Jill Land (5), Meg Perkins (LS BPA rep), Travis Wade and Jason Branch (Board of Directors); other members: Gantt Shadburn (IS BPA rep), Kelly McKinstry (2) and Crockett Miller (at-large).

Principal Marci Mathis opened the meeting by introducing the Parent Panel members and by reviewing the purpose of the Parent Panel which is a forum open to all parents for:
· submitting ideas for school improvements
· submitting general concerns or questions (reminder for personal concerns or questions, flow of communication is teacher -> principal -> headmaster -> board of directors)
· communicating school news to parents

Ideas or concerns will only be addressed by the Parent Panel if they have been submitted to the Principal or to a Parent Panel member in advance of the meeting.

Orton-Gillingham reading program:
· Marci (see attached PowerPoint presentation) gave an introduction to this program which is now being used in different ways in grades K-5. Teacher training for this program was funded by an individual donor. The need for a phonics-based approach to reading was highlighted in a report that a sub-committee which focused on academics gave to the Board of Directors two years ago.
· not a curriculum but a method of instruction
· only one piece of a whole reading program at Brookstone
· teaches children who learn in different ways
· language-based, multi-sensory, action-oriented, memory-enhancing
· structured (rules), sequential, cumulative
· Parent meeting on Orton-Gillingham: October 26 - more details to follow soon
· Nancy Collier, 1st grade teacher, is coordinator of O-G for Brookstone. She gave examples of how it is being used in classrooms K-2 (strongest emphasis) and how parents can assist their children with words and meanings while reading together.
· Kathy Robison, 4th grade teacher, updated on O-G in grades 3-5. Rules and repetition are the key. Grades 3-5 will eventually be building on what children learn in K-2, but now is a work in progress; applying O-G method in spelling and vocabulary; not something children will be tested on.
· Question: Is there help/information available to parents? Answer: talk to your child's teacher; attend the parent meeting; let your child tell you what he/she knows.

MathTracks, Kay Kennedy
· Math program purchased by BPA
· Grades K-5
· Classroom manipulatives and virtual manipulatives on-line
· Can be used at home
· www.mathtracks.org
· login: first and last name of your child (the real first name, no nicknames)
· password: abc

Update from Intermediate School, Stacy Pease
· Intermediate School is a great stepping stone for Middle School:
· lockers
· organization
· more privileges and responsibilities
· invited to some special assemblies with Middle School
· age-appropriate social activities (like Movie Night)
· Student Government
· 23 children ran and made speeches for offices President, VP, Secretary, Treasurer. 
· 14 students ran and made speeches for Homeroom Representatives
· 4th grade/Kindergarten buddies mentoring program

Service Projects, Meghan Blackmon
· Week of October 3-7; more information coming home in folders soon
· PK - Ft. Benning; prepare goody bags for wounded soldiers at Martin Army Hospital
· K - Brookside Glen Assisted Living - goody bags and cards; visit
· 1st - Open Door - prepare toiletry bags for the homeless who attend the shower program; tour clothing bank.
· 2nd - Easter Seals - tour therapy room, playground, interact with preschoolers
· 3rd - Ronald McDonald House - gather supplies and tour
· 4th - "Green Team" - Keep Columbus Beautiful, Trees Columbus, explore environmental issues in science classes, beautification projects throughout the city 
· 5th - Fox Elementary School, Partners in Education; visit Kindergarten buddies; visit Sara Spano Clothing Bank
· School theme: "Serving Others While Developing Ourselves"
· Marci: Brookstone teaches the whole child

Agenda items and parent questions:
· How is AR used? AR is not graded and is used as an accountability tool to make sure that the child is reading and reading on the appropriate level and to help teachers assess any special needs for children (to identify problems or to further challenge).
· Why will there only be three Parent Panel meetings this year? In the past, parental attendance and interest have been low. Hopefully, fewer meetings will mean more attendance.
· What is the big picture of reading instruction at Brookstone? By using many methods and programs and integrating all subjects, we are trying to meet all students in multiple ways --like a tapestry requires many colors of thread all used together to form a picture. If you have a question about your child's specific instruction, ask his/her teacher(s).

Meeting adjourned.

Next Meeting: Thursday, January 19; 8:15 a.m., Turner Center.
