Brookstone Parent Association
Meeting Minutes

November 9, 2009
Opening
The regular meeting of the Brookstone Parent Association (“BPA”) was called to order at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, November 9, 2009, in the Passailaigue Founders’ Room of the Kirven Building by BPA President, Linda Logan.

Present
Kellie Alexander, Tonya Badcock, Elizabeth Cottrell, Patti Hasting, Cynthia Hill, Shannon Illges, Laura Jones, Shannon Jordan, Shannon Land, Jamie Lewis, Linda Logan, Suzanne McCluskey, Stephanie Peak, Meg Perkins, Kristi Smith, Wendy Timmons, Emily Trotter, Christina Vogler, Rena Wilson, Jennifer Yancey, Bill Arrington, Frank Brown, Marci Mathis, Windle McKenzie, Mary Snyder, Cindy Sparks, John Stafford, Todd Stanfill, Jimmy Thompson, Catherine Trotter and special guests Jacob Crowder, Shaan Arora, Dawson Bowers, Willie Dillon and David Ward. 
Special Guest’s Report

Jacob Crowder, Upper School Computer Science teacher, and four of his current students presented a Special Project Request they made to the BPA Special Projects Committee for funds to purchase a Tricaster system which will enable them to film and webcast many Brookstone events such as sports events, plays, speakers, graduation and other special programs.  The students reported that obtaining this system will provide many benefits to students, parents, alumni and the community as programs and events that cannot be attended live can be viewed from alternate locations via the webcast and at later times via recordings.  Students can further benefit from the many learning opportunities provided in working with such a system.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting, held September 19, 2009, were unanimously approved as distributed with no corrections or additions. 
Treasurer’s Report

Linda Logan reported in the absence of Treasurer Mary Bruce.  Mary has a Treasurer’s report that is available to anyone who wants to review it.  A copy may be obtained from Mary or from Frank Bonner.  If anyone has a question regarding their budget or the Treasurer’s report, they should call Mary.
Committee Reports

Special Projects – Patti Hasting reviewed the list of Fall Special Project requests submitted by faculty and administration.  Those requests which met the Special Projects criteria came from all divisions of the school and totaled $54,610.  Patti announced that all requests which met the criteria were approved by the Special Projects Committee.  Patti asked for any questions regarding the requests and then called for a Board vote to approve them.  The funding was unanimously approved by the Board.  Marci Mathis thanked the BPA and announced that every Lower School class now has a Smart Board due to funding by the BPA.  The Special Projects Committee will meet again in the spring to review additional requests.  The Athletics Special Projects Committee will also meet in the spring to review those requests.
Bingo – Shannon Jordan reported that plans are underway for Brookstone’s annual Bingo Night and asked for volunteers and prize donations.  There are collection containers for donations in the Lower, Middle and Upper Schools.  Flyers announcing Bingo Night will go out in December.
Book Fair – Linda Logan announced on behalf of Kornisha Brown that the Fall Book Fair was being held today through Wednesday in the Kirven Library from 7:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.  Books can also be purchased at Barnes & Noble through Sunday with Brookstone receiving the credit.
Cougar Parent Pride – Jamie Lewis reported that tailgating before the Brookstone football games continues as well as announcements throughout the home games of school events and student accomplishments.  Good luck baskets were sent to the Varsity Cheerleaders and the One Act Play team as they prepare to compete in their state competitions. 
Cougar Shoppe – Kristi Smith reported that the Cougar Shoppe has done well in its new location, and they currently have a large inventory of items for purchase.  They have sold $35,000 in merchandise so far this fall.  She asked that everyone think of them when doing their Christmas and birthday shopping.  Gift certificates are available, and they will wrap and deliver.
Country Fair – Elizabeth Cottrell reported that Bidding For Brookstone Auction Chairs are Robin Grier and Libbie Hudson.  The auction will be held Thursday, April 29th at Green Island Country Club.  They are accepting donations and securing volunteers.  Contact Elizabeth, Robin or Libbie if you have items to donate or would like to volunteer to help.  Country Fair will be held Friday, April 30th.

Literature Live – Suzanne McCluskey reported that there will be several assemblies this week as part of Literature Live.  4K teacher Beverly Kraus, whose son is a Marine who has served in Afghanistan, will speak to every grade by the end of the week about his experiences there and show students some of the memorabilia he collected.  Bud Allen, who is attempting to summit the world’s seven highest mountain peaks, will speak to an Upper School assembly.  Luke Wolff, a Brookstone parent and orthopedic surgeon who has also served in Afghanistan, will speak to a Middle School assembly.  Suzanne also reminded everyone that Greg Mortensen, author of Three Cups of Tea, will be visiting Brookstone all day on Thursday and will speak at CSU on Thursday night at an event sponsored by Brookstone, CSU and the Columbus Library.  Other special activities related to Literature Live this week include a traditional tea for the Upper School during break, Pakistani food and music in the cafeteria, a giant climbing wall in the Jordan Gym for use by PE classes, Turner Center theme decorations created by the art classes, and 3rd graders singing the Three Cups of Tea song at the evening Greg Mortenson event.  Linda Logan thanked Suzanne and Cindy Sparks for all their hard work on Literature Live.
Magazines – Tonya Badcock reported that the Magazine Drive was a great success with $50,227 in total sales.
School Reports

Lower and Intermediate School – *Laura Jones prepared a written report on the happenings in the Lower and Intermediate School which was distributed and reviewed by Laura (copy attached).

Middle School – *Rena Wilson prepared a written report on the happenings in the Middle School which was distributed and reviewed by Rena (copy attached).  
Upper School – *Becky Smith prepared and distributed a written report on the happenings in the Upper School which was distributed and reviewed by Becky (copy attached).
Administration

Advancement – Catherine Trotter gave an update on the Headmaster Search and mentioned that the students did great with the process in interacting with the adults involved.  Nancy Burgin reported that we are at 45% participation with Annual Fund.  Lee and Suzanne McCluskey are Annual Fund Chairs this year.
Servant Leadership – Cindy Sparks reported that we had successful weeks of service with all four school divisions.  Twenty-two agencies were served, 494 boxes were sent to Ricks Institute, and 4400 canned goods were collected for the food drive.

Athletics – Todd Stanfill reported that the football team will be playing a region playoff game this Friday against Miller County.  There will be two spirit buses taking students to the game.  The Varsity Cheerleaders won the region championship and will be competing for the state championship this Saturday at the Civic Center.  The Cross Country team will be competing at state as well.  Todd thanked everyone for working in the concession stands and for the BPA’s financial support of the Athletic Department.
Dean of Students - Jimmy Thompson reported on Link Crew, a Freshman orientation program that was started this year.  Junior and senior students serve as mentors to freshmen students and touch on both social and academic issues.  They have had socials after football games in the Cougar Café and are planning activities to get the freshmen ready for exams next month.  There is a similar program in the Middle School called WEB – Where Everybody Belongs.  Jimmy also reported on Homecoming activities.

Enrollment – Mary Snyder reported that there would be an Open House on Wednesday for students interested in coming to Brookstone and their parents.  She asked that people please send her names of those who may be interested in attending.  There will be another Open House in January.
Guidance – John Stafford reported that he is working with the Middle School to assimilate new students.  An Honor Code signing assembly was held.  A large number of 7th graders qualified for the Duke TIP program.  The FCD (“Freedom from Chemical Dependency”) initiative is going full speed.  The next FCD meeting will be held December 10th.  Students in 6th through 12th grade will be surveyed as part of the FCD process.
Headmaster – Dr. Frank Brown commended the BPA and said that it is a great example of what happens at Brookstone through its support of the school.  He has been very impressed with the closeness of our community.  He talked about the “specialness” of Brookstone and some of the things that make it such a special place.  There are many such things, but just a few of them include curriculum mapping, the Servant Leadership program, and college counseling.   He mentioned that the college counseling program is expanding with the addition of retired English teacher Tina Epperson to that office.  They are also reaching out to more colleges, and more schools are visiting Brookstone.  They are also involving the freshmen and sophomores in the process earlier.  A new college awareness program for 8th graders is now in place, and the 8th graders will take a one day college visit trip in the spring for the first time this year.  Finally, Dr. Brown mentioned that, unfortunately, there are periodic violations of school rules and asked that we be mindful of rumors and know that the school is taking action even when we don’t hear the details.  Most of these incidents are private matters, and the outcome is not made public.  Dr. Brown ended by thanking everyone on the BPA for what they do.
Old/New Business
Linda Logan reported that, upon the recommendation of the Headmaster Search Committee, the Board of Trustees voted unanimously to offer Brian Kennerly the opportunity to serve as Brookstone’s next Headmaster.  The Headmaster Search Committee and the Board of Trustees are thrilled that he accepted the offer and will begin serving as our new Headmaster for the 2010 – 2011 school year.  Linda thanked everyone for attending the question and answer forums with the Headmaster candidates and for completing the surveys.  The parent feedback received during the process was very helpful to the Search Committee.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. by Linda Logan.  The next BPA meeting will be at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, January 11, 2010 in the Passailaigue Founders’ Room of the Kirven Building.
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