Brookstone Parent Association 

Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2007

Opening:

The regular meeting of the BPA was called to order with an opening prayer at 11:00am on Monday, November 12, 2007 in the Passailaigue Founder’s Room of the Kirven Building by BPA President, Susan Graham.  Susan also noted that on the tails of Literature Live, the BPA Board and their committees exhibited “Hero” characteristics: perseverance, courage, a sense of wonder and humor, creativity and the drive to “do the right thing”…   
Present:

Susan Graham, Patti Hasting, Scott Wilson, Windle McKenzie, Bill Arrington, Marci Mathis, John Stafford, Sandi Smith, Todd Stanfill, Catherine Trotter, Cindy Sparks, Frank Bonner, Amy Pease, Laura Byrd, Kim Jinks, Swain Gravlee, Jeanne Hasty, Kathleen Mason, Lori Denson, Lisa Galbraith, Carroll Pound, Christina Vogler, Gigi McCluskey, Barb Gaston,  Jamie Lewis, Christy Jones, Sheri McVay, Joan Culpepper, Rebecca Sigman, Laura Wickham, Barbara de-Courcy Ireland, Linda Logan, Elizabeth Pearson,  Nancy Wright, Laura Jones, Suzanne McCluskey and Kim Jarrell.
Approval of Minutes:

The minutes of the previous meeting, held September 10, 2007, were unanimously approved as distributed with no corrections or additions. 
Committee Reports:   

Book Fair – *Kathleen Mason reported that the Book Fair ended with a total sales of $21,172.20, resulting in a check to Brookstone of approximately $4,234.44.  This was a bit less than the Book Fair at the same time last year, due mostly to the Upper School students’ requirement to purchase David McCullough’s book prior to his campus visit, and his book had a high price point.  Additionally, the Book Fair was held after the Middle School students had already selected their annual biography persons; therefore, students had already selected/purchased books.  Notable changes this time were purchase discounts for teachers, and the teachers’ wish lists available for gift selections went very well, as people had the holidays in mind!  Kathleen thanked Ted Thorne profusely for his tireless efforts in personally selecting the Book Fair books and is hopeful another will fill his shoes as Ted prepares to pass the torch on this project.  There will be one more “in-store” (Barnes and Noble) Book Fair in the spring.         
Booster – Carroll Pound thanked Laura Byrd (LS Rep) for staffing the concession stand for the football games, and the games going forward as Brookstone hosts the playoffs.  Carroll sent out a SOS for more volunteers and especially asked for men to assist, as they do well at the fry machine!  Carroll thanked teachers for their volunteer assistance and reminded everyone that the Basketball season was coming!        

Cougar Parent Pride – *Jamie Lewis spoke of ways to improve school spirit and provide support from the BPA for the accomplishments of our students…   Cougar Pride is promoting the new slogan “We Are Brookstone” and the Blue and White at school events has gone over well.  Murray Jones’ “B in the Crowd” and pre-game tailgating has been a success, and it was reminded that everyone is welcome.  The Cougar Walk is great for the players, the students and families.  Currently, during home football games, announcements are made of upcoming events in the life of the school and extracurricular activities, and kudos to any accomplishments are given. The Band has really become a great fixture at school events, with a growing presence expected in the coming months.  The opening of the Cross Country Tail, Varsity Cheerleading competition, One Act Play and the Gordon Academic Bowl are all events the Cougar Pride are participating in, with other school events on the horizon.     

Cougar Shoppe - Christy Jones and Sheri McVay reported that they have been very busy, as they continue working with Cougar Parent Pride (lots and lots of “Blue and White” items), in addition to being at many school and sporting events.  New items such as monogrammed hats and visors, long sleeve tee shirts and car flags are popular.  The Cougar Shoppe has made in excess of $36,000 in sales so far this year, and they reminded everyone to do their holiday shopping at the Cougar Shoppe.  They will be open every Friday from 11:30 to 3:30 until Christmas break, and then new days and times will be determined for the second semester.  They also said they were actively soliciting people to chair/co-chair the Cougar Shoppe for next year.   

Literature Live – *Linda Logan reported that Literature Live Week (November 5-9) with the theme, “The Hero Within” was an unbelievable experience and a great success for all involved.  Monday included a visit from Dan Ponder, Jr., Tuesday was a visit from Carson Hand, Wednesday was the day T. A. Barron joined Brookstone (featured author) and included breakfast with the newly formed LEADS 9th grade student service group, discussions and “Fireside Chats” with Middle School students and a Middle School assembly, all discussing the unique characteristics of heroes, that heroes are everywhere, even within yourself, and not those who are professional sports players or celebrities. The entire Middle School read Barron’s book, “The Hero’s Trail: A Guide for a Heroic Life” prior to his visit.  Concluding the week was a visit from Captain Sam Shepherd.  The entire event was very well received and Linda thanked everyone for their diligent work – especially Patti Hasting and Becky Smith for their campus-wide “Hero” signs, the teachers and noted that all visiting speakers commented on how engaging, inquisitive, polite and thankful the Brookstone students were. *See Linda’s complete report for biographies on each speaker, and see Cindy Sparks’ comment regarding Literature Live in the Service section. 

Magazines – Nancy Wright reported that the 2007 Magazine Drive had a successful completion, that all prizes had been distributed (much earlier than the previous year – technical issues last year - and much appreciated by the students), and the final total was @ $28,000 profit for Brookstone.
Service – *Kim Jarrell and Cindy Sparks reported that Brookstone’s Week of Service – September 24th – 28th – went very well, and thanked Sallie Martin, Theresa Young and Lisa Neal for all their efforts.  280 shoe boxes went to Liberia, as well as textbooks, school supplies, televisions, and computers.  Reading Buddies continue to go to Fox Elementary, Vision/Hearing screening, UGA Leadership Program’s renewed partnership with Brookstone and over 5800 canned goods were collected, in partnership with Pacelli, at the Brookstone-Pacelli football game were all service coordinated events.  Elizabeth Graham noted that 387 box tops had been collected, and to keep the box tops, the can tabs and the used printer ink cartridges coming in.  Also, continue to recycle phone books. **Cindy also noted that exchange Ricks Institute student, Isatta Musahson, shared that Literature Live Week, with the guest speakers and their stories, changed her life and she would return to Liberia and assist in, and perhaps one day open, a home for orphans and amputees as a result of the war in her country.    

Special Projects - *Libbie Key reported that the Special Projects meeting, held on November 7, 2007, had made a motion to bring the teachers’ project requests to the Board for approval, the projects list was distributed to all, and Libbie asked for any questions (there were none).  It was noted that all the requested projects are funded by the BPA.  The Board unanimously approved the Special Projects list and Libbie would gladly tell the teachers’ about their approved requests.           

School Reports:

Lower School – *Laura Byrd reported on LS happenings, to include: 28 parents attending the LS Open House, the 4th Grade trip to Westville, LS “invading” the US at break time for a Cougar “roaring” pep rally, there will be a LS Parent Panel on November 15th, with Kenneth Hoats to have a follow up meeting with the third grade regarding peer communications.  LS Cub Basketball begins this month, the Kindergarten will have its annual POW WOW and Laura thanked everyone for their assistance manning the concession stand and asked for more volunteers, as the playoffs are coming up and many people are expected.
Middle School – *Kim Jinks reported on MS happenings, to include: MS great impression of Literature  Live, MS Parent Panel on November 13th, 7th Grade play on November 20th, an assembly with Isatta and Bendu speaking and a report on the Rick’s Institute and Liberia, the beginning of speeches, the Science Fair in the Turner Center on December 7th, and a Band/Chorus concert on December 10th. 
Upper School – *Swain Gravlee reported on US happenings, to include: the announcement of Nan Pate as the inaugural recipient of the newly announced Kathelen V. and Daniel P. Amos Endowed Chair for History.  Dale Epperson (Science), Tina Epperson (English) and Sam Pate (Outdoor Education) were also honored. The top 20% of Brookstone’s seniors were honored at the Cum Laude induction.  Juniors ordered class rings and freshmen participated in a college counselor program, “Making It Count”.  Homecoming Court was Katie Jacobsen, Frances Romeo and Hallie White (Seniors), Blake Bowden and Paige Janke (Juniors), Charlie Bates (Sophomores) and Emma Janke (Freshmen).  Frances Romeo was crowned Queen.          

Administration:

Guidance – John Stafford reported that all was going well in the Upper School and mentioned specifically that the Parent-to-Parent program and the Parental Contract was directly infused with the BPA.          *Sandi Smith reported that the Fifth Graders, and all new Brookstone Middle School students, added their names to the Honor Code board, Twenty 7th and 8th grade students, chosen by their teachers, represented Brookstone in the Urban League’s annual “Doing the Right Thing”, 6th graders began Discover Skills, 60% (37 students) of the 7th grade was eligible to participate in the Duke TIP and 8th graders are pairing with 5th graders in a Big Brother/Big Sister week.       
Advancement – Catherine Trotter reported that Nancy Burgin will take on the responsibility of full time Annual Fund Coordinator after the first of the year, and stressed how the Annual Fund is the cornerstone of our fundraising.  Scott took the opportunity at this point to announce that the BPA is seen as a model Parents’ Association, but our Annual Fund participation needs improvement (our peer schools raise close to one million dollars in their Annual Fund giving); therefore, an exciting announcement was made that stated the following:  Every dollar raised for the Annual Fund, over the previous year’s giving, will be matched, dollar for dollar, up to $100,000, for a five year period.      
Athletics – Todd Stanfill thanked the BPA for being a presence at many sporting events, and especially thanked everyone who was working so hard at staffing and working the concession stand.  He also reminded everyone that with the playoffs, all attendees must pay an admission fee – GHSA rules – and that the Brookstone BPA sporting events passes could not be honored.  Todd also proudly mentioned that Brookstone students were Regional Champions in Cheerleading, Cross Country, and Football.

Headmaster – Scott Wilson thanked the BPA for being such great advertisements for Brookstone and mentioned that over 100 people had attended the Open House this morning.  He correlated how BPA sponsored events, in this case, an English conference our teachers attended last year and while there, heard T. A. Barron speak, in turn, leads to more BPA sponsored events – Literature Live with T. A. Barron, all to the benefit of our students.  Scott did comment on Susan Graham’s lively, persistent nature that also helped to facilitate Barron’s visit, noting that Barron initially decline our Literature Live invitation.  Additionally, the first week in November 2008, Brookstone will host the National English Conference, and Barron has agreed to be the keynote speaker!      

Old/New Business – Susan Graham discussed the BPA move from the old storage area to the new offices in the Administration building, and mentioned all had to be cleaned out, hopefully before the holidays.  Susan would contact everyone to let them know what days and times were good for moving.  Susan then wished everyone a great holiday season.  
Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15pm by Susan Graham.  The next BPA meeting will be at 11:00am on Monday, January 14, 2008 in the Passailaigue Founder’s Room of the Kirven Building.
Minutes submitted by:
_______________________________________


Amy Pease, Secretary

Approved: _____________________________

*Indicates Committee Report or other related information submitted and attached to official record of the Minutes.

