Brookstone Parent Association
Meeting Minutes

January 11, 2010
Opening
The regular meeting of the Brookstone Parent Association (“BPA”) was called to order at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, January 11, 2010, in the Passailaigue Founders’ Room of the Kirven Building by BPA President, Linda Logan.

Present
Kellie Alexander, Kornisha Brown, Mary Bruce, Jeanne Hasty, Rashmi Hudson, Pam Johnson, Laura Jones, Shannon Jordan, Jamie Lewis, Linda Logan, Suzanne McCluskey, Stephanie Peak, Meg Perkins, Cher Pitts, Leslie Slaughter, Sheila Slavich, Wendy Timmons, Emily Trotter, Rena Wilson, Jennifer Yancey, Teresa Young, Frank Bonner, Frank Brown, Windle McKenzie, Sandi Smith, Mary Snyder, Cindy Sparks, John Stafford and Catherine Trotter. 
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting, held November 9, 2009, were unanimously approved as distributed with no corrections or additions. 
Treasurer’s Report

Mary Bruce reported that financial reports were available for review on the tables.  She asked that everyone check their budget to be sure they look correct and if there is a question to call her.
President-Elect’s Report

Jamie Lewis reported that the nominating committee will begin the nomination process for the BPA Board soon.  If anyone is interested in a particular job, or just being on the board next year, please let her know.   You can also call her for more information if needed.
Committee Reports

Cougar Parent Pride – Jamie Lewis reported that her committee has been working to encourage people to come to the basketball games and that the teams would greatly appreciate the support.  She asked that everyone let her know of any academic honors, sports awards, etc. that need to be recognized. 

Bingo – Shannon Jordan reported that they are gearing up for Bingo night to be held January 28th.  Volunteers are needed to sell cards and raffle tickets if anyone is interested.
Book Fair – Kornisha Brown reported that the Book Fair held in November was a great success.  Total sales were $21,462.25, and Brookstone received $4292.45 for having sales over $20,000.00.  Kornisha thanked everyone who came out and supported the book fair and all the volunteers who worked at the fair.  She extended special appreciation to Co-Chair Joan Culpepper, Ted Thorne and family, Marci Mathis, Linda Logan, Ron Ussery and the Media Services staff of Brookstone.  Plans are underway for a spring book fair at Barnes and Noble in May.  Books from the summer reading lists will be available at this fair.
Country Fair – Linda Logan reported for Elizabeth Cottrell that Country Fair will be held April 30th and there will be an auction, Bidding for Brookstone, the night before (April 29th) at Green Island Country Club.  Robin Grier and Libbie Hudson, Bidding for Brookstone Co-Chairs, are hard at work looking for corporate sponsors.  If you know of anyone who may be interested in being a sponsor, please let them know.  Also, if you are interested in volunteering your help, please contact them.
Learning Center – Jennifer Yancey reported that vision screening for Pre-Kindergarten went well.  They also pulled in older kids who had not been previously screened, and several vision issues were caught and referred to optometrists.  Also, The Mind That’s Mine will be held in February.
Literature Live – Suzanne McCluskey reported that Greg Mortensen was not able to make it to Columbus for his visit due to medical issues.  Cindy Sparks is working hard to reschedule his visit, and we should hear about that soon.  Everything else during Literature Live week turned out great and the students really benefited.  Suzanne also mentioned that Greg Mortensen has a new book out entitled Stones into Schools if anyone is interested in reading it.
School Reports

Lower and Intermediate School – *Laura Jones prepared a written report on the happenings in the Lower and Intermediate School which was distributed and reviewed by Laura (copy attached).

Middle School – *Rena Wilson prepared a written report on the happenings in the Middle School which was distributed and reviewed by Rena (copy attached).  
Upper School – *Becky Smith prepared and distributed a written report on the happenings in the Upper School which was distributed and reviewed by Windle McKenzie (copy attached).
Administration

Advancement – Catherine Trotter reported that Brookstone hosted a young alumni panel of recent graduates to speak to the junior class about life at college.  The alumni answered questions, offered tips, etc.  Catherine thanked those who participated in the strategic planning sub-panels as well as those who participated in Georgia Goal which redirects your taxes to help Brookstone.  Catherine reported that Annual Fund is at 60% of its goal.
Business Manager – Frank Bonner thanked the BPA for their work in funding projects totaling $161,000.00 last year.
Enrollment – Mary Snyder reported that she had just come from a Chamber of Commerce meeting and was reminded how lucky we are to live in such a great town with such great growth prospects.  She thanked everyone for remembering to promote Brookstone and asked that we continue to do so as our city grows and new students move to town.  There will be an Upper School Open House later this month.
Guidance – John Stafford reported that there is a planning committee in place now to work on a prevention initiative for students.  In the Upper School, they are setting up a group of teachers who will be able to take referrals.  John also reported that there will be a PSAT informational meeting later this month.
Sandi Smith reported that 6th graders had another installment of Discover Skills for Life which teaches them how to build good relationships.  In 7th grade they have held a study skills class, a seminar on the dangers of tobacco and marijuana, and an SAT workshop.  Eighth graders have been learning ways to study for exams and calendars were provided to help them get organized for exams.  They will also take the SSAT January 20th.  Scores will be out 2-3 weeks later.

Servant Leadership – Cindy Sparks reported that they will be hosting an “MLK Day On Not Off”, and Upper School students will be working with several organizations around town.  A jeans drive for Fox students is currently being held.  Cindy asked that we donate coats as well.  The Senior Capstone Project has 30 seniors working with Wilson Apartments mentoring and sharing skills for four Wednesdays in February.  Eighth graders are serving as Fox reading buddies, and Upper School students are math buddies.  Sagar Patel is recycling computers for Fox families.  Cindy asked that we turn in any old computer equipment to the Upper School.  Character Counts is going strong in the Lower School and the 5th grade is involved with Above the Line.  They will have a video conference with Ricks Institute February 11th.  The Lower and Intermediate Schools will be putting together Sunshine Baskets for wounded soldiers in February, and Fox Fun Day will be held the day before Country Fair.
Headmaster – Frank Brown commented that he is impressed with the impact Brookstone has on the entire community.  He announced that there will be a Headmaster’s Forum on Thursday and encouraged everyone to come.  Please call Elizabeth Smithwick to make a reservation.  Dr. Brown reported that absenteeism has been very low at 3%, and we have not had big flu problems.  He also reported that Brian Kennerly, newly appointed headmaster, will be visiting all day January 21st.  He will meet with faculty, staff, students, and board members and will also attend the Upper School Open House that night.  Dr. Brown asked that we please invite potential Brookstone students to the Open House.  He also reported that the Liberian students have returned home.  He commented that this is such a beneficial program to them and to us.  There was an assembly before they left and students gave testimonials about what Lus and Samukai meant to them, which was very special.  Dr. Brown then spoke about the computer tablet program and thanked the BPA that every faculty member now has one.  They are working to get them to the students and have a board committee looking into financing and planning for this.  He commented that this is the leading edge of teaching and learning, and it will make a real difference in the lives of the students.  In regards to the recent student abduction in Columbus, Brookstone has an increased security presence to keep watch over our campus and students.  Dr. Brown announced that the spring musical, Seussical, will be held March 18, 19 and 20, and that there will be a first in Columbus with a national signing day for scholars.  This signing day will be like the ones that are held for athletes and will recognize students who receive academic college scholarships.  There will be a ceremony this spring, and Brookstone is taking the lead in organizing this for the whole county.  College counseling is beefing up its efforts in 9th through 12th grades and there will be a one day 8th grade college trip for the first time this spring.  Dr. Brown finished by saying that Brookstone is an incredible organization and he thanked the BPA for all that they do.
Old/New Business
Linda Logan thanked everyone on the BPA Board for all that they do.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 p.m. by Linda Logan.  The next BPA meeting will be at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, March 8, 2010 in the Passailaigue Founders’ Room of the Kirven Building.
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*Indicates Committee Report or other related information submitted and attached to official record of the Minutes.
