Brookstone Parent Association
Meeting Minutes

January 12, 2009
Opening
The regular meeting of the Brookstone Parent Association (“BPA”) was called to order at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, January 12, 2009 in the Passailaigue Founder’s Room of the Kirven Building by BPA President, Patti Hasting.  
Present
Jennifer Amos, Margaret Amos, Tonya Badcock, Olivia Blanchard, Elizabeth Cottrell, Joan Culpepper, Lori Denson, Sara Dismuke, Lisa Galbraith, Susan Graham, Swain Gravlee, Kay Harris, Patti Hasting, Christy Jones, Lucy Jones, Shannon Jordan, Jamie Lewis, Linda Logan, Suzanne McCluskey, Sheri McVay, Susan Mitchell, Elizabeth Pearson, Susan Prather, Kelly Pridgen, Becky Smith, Lucia Swift, Paige Swift, Christian Vogler, Barbara Warren, Nancy Wright, Teresa Young, Bill Arrington, Frank Bonner, Windle McKenzie, Sandi Smith, Mary Snyder, Cindy Sparks, John Stafford, Catherine Trotter and Scott Wilson.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting, held November 10, 2008, were unanimously approved as distributed with no corrections or additions.  

Past President/Advisor Report
Susan Graham started the meeting with an opening prayer.  Parent Panel forms are due January 20th.  The forms are available on @ Brookstone and will also go out in a mailing.  The nominating committee will meet at the end of the month and will have a slate to present at the March BPA meeting.  Patti added that you can be a part of the Parent Panel and BPA at the same time.
Committee Reports
Bingo – Shannon Jordan reported that Bingo night is January 20, 2009.  Spaghetti will be served from 5:30-6:45.  Bingo starts at 7:00.  Bingo cards are $5, and raffle tickets are $1.  The committee is still in need of help, and is still accepting prize donations.
Book Fair – Lori Denson reported that the Book Fair was November 17 – 19 at school and continued all week at Barnes & Noble.  Total sales were $20,914.24.  Passing the $20,000 mark meant that Brookstone received the maximum profit of 20%, equaling $4,182.85.  The spring in-store book fair is scheduled for May 3 – 9.  There are plans to have pre-made vouchers for students to purchase summer reading books through the book fair.  
Booster – Margaret Amos reported that anyone can call her to help in concessions.  Currently player parents are helping.

Communications (Marquee) – Patti reported that Peggy Dillon has been filling in for Chris Henson since December.  However, Peggy’s son was in an accident and now someone else is needed to help.
Cougar Parent Pride – Jamie Lewis thanked everyone for a great football season and great school spirit.  She has plans for some basketball and wrestling activities.
Cougar Shoppe – Patti reported that the new Cougar Shoppe location will be completed in February, and the transition will take place in the spring.
Country Fair – Joan Culpepper reported that the Country Fair will be a little different this year.  There will be an adult only silent auction, Bidding for Brookstone, Thursday, April 23rd.  There will be food and music at the auction.  The committee needs help with many different aspects of the fair.
Service – Cindy Sparks welcomed Meghan Blackmon who is working with Servant Leadership and the Advancement Office.   Cindy also commented on the need for increased parent involvement at Fox Elementary, and the possibility of doing parent workshops.  Teresa Young reported on the Servant Leadership activities.  There is one week left of phone book recycling.  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day will be “A Day On and Not a Day Off” for about 30 US students.  They will volunteer at Brown Bag of Columbus, Carpenter’s Way, and Habitat.  Fox Fun Day will be April 24th.  All MS students will be involved.  The Fox Recorder Choir gave an impressive performance in December.  Other Fox activities include 8th grade reading buddies, Key Club math buddies, and Red Cross classes.  Twenty-one seniors are working with a leadership group at UGA to plan a 4-session servant leadership course with Fox 5th graders to begin in February.  Lastly, spring activities with Ricks Institute are being finalized.  A Servant Leadership newsletter will be mailed out soon.
Programs – Christina Vogler reported that for the first the sale of the programs was profitable.  

Literature Live – Lucy Jones reported that Literature Live will be February 4-6, 2009 and the theme is having fun reading funny books while bringing literature to life.  Ronda Friend will be the guest author, and she will have a farm theme.  Big plans are underway for Literature Live and there will be many opportunities for everyone to help out.  The Brookstone campus will be transformed into a farm, and many activities are being planned.
School Reports

Lower School – *Sara Dismuke prepared a written report on the happenings in the Lower School which was distributed and reviewed by Sara (copy attached).

Intermediate School – *Jenifer Amos prepared a written report on the happenings in the Intermediate School which was distributed and reviewed by Jenifer (copy attached).
Middle School – *Kay Harris prepared a written report on the happenings in the Middle School which was distributed and reviewed by Kay (copy attached).  
Upper School – *Susan Mitchell prepared a written report on the happenings in the Upper School which was distributed (copy attached).
Administration

Advancement – Catherine Trotter recognized the Denson family for building the new Bell Tower for Brookstone.  The Annual Find is currently at 62% of the goal.  Nancy Burgin is working hard on raising more funds.  A Valentine’s Day project for grandparents is underway.  If over $412,000 is raised, the school will get a matching gift.
Business Manager – Frank Bonner and Kelly Pridgen confirmed that the financial statement is in good shape with money available for projects.
Enrollment – Mary Snyder reported that the busy season for enrollment is starting with Pre-K applications, honor scholarships, and 9th grade applications.  The Upper School Open House for all 8th grade students is January 22nd.
Guidance – John Stafford (US) reported that the PSAT is finished and he will be having a program to help understand the numbers.  The SAT and ACT tests are coming up and will be administered on the Brookstone campus.  The 6th grade completed the STEP program.  Brookstone is the only school in the country using the program from the 6th to the 12th grade.  The Freedom from Chemical Dependency program will be on campus the first week in February.
Catherine Trotter added that the seniors are retaking the STEP test because they think they have changed from 9th grade to 12th grade.  Patti added that Brookstone offers SAT prep classes.

Sandi Smith (MS) reported that the 6th grade participated in the Discover Skills class for managing stress related to the end of the grading period tests and holiday events.  Sixth graders implemented a new reading strategy entitled “Book Mark” that uses index cards and chapter summaries to improve recall.  Seventh graders continue their weekly GERLS Club meetings.  Seventh graders are also preparing for the SAT.  Eight grade students learned how to implement rotational study for semester exams through the use of organization, time management, and calendar usage.  Eighth graders also attended an SSAT prep class.
Headmaster – Scott Wilson discussed about how he will be leaving Brookstone at the end of the school year with mixed emotions.  He is returning to his home of Chattanooga, but will miss Brookstone.  He stated at Brookstone it is always about improving education and the faculty getting the students ready for the next step.  Also, Brookstone is fully aware of current economic struggles and is working hard to wisely spend every dollar and to tighten up without sacrificing any programs.  Patti commented on this difficult time for Scott, but stated it is good that he is focusing on now, not what is to come.
Old/New Business

Headmaster Search – Linda Logan is the BPA representative for the headmaster search committee.  Linda reported that Henry Swift is heading the committee.  The committee is made up of ten dedicated people that are working hard and long to find the right person to take Brookstone to the next level.  Currently, the search committee has narrowed down of list of search consultants.  Linda added that she will represent all school parents and that the search will be an open process.
Special Recognition – Patti recognized the following board members with a special gift:  Lucia Swift, Kathleen Mason, Becky Smith, Elizabeth Pearson, Lori Denson, Susan Prather, Laura Jones, Olivia Blanchard, Margaret Amos, Kim Drew, and Suzie Whilden.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. by Patti Hasting.  The next BPA Board meeting will be at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, March 9, 2009.  The location is yet to be determined, but may be at the chapel on the Roaring Branch campus.
Minutes submitted by:
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Nancy Wright, Secretary

Approved:  _______________________________

*Indicates Committee Report or other related information submitted and attached to official record of the Minutes.
