Brookstone Parent Association
Meeting Minutes

September 14, 2009
Opening
The regular meeting of the Brookstone Parent Association (“BPA”) was called to order at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, September 14, 2009, in the Passailaigue Founders’ Room of the Kirven Building by BPA President, Linda Logan.

Present
Kellie Alexander, Dawn Brooks, Kornisha Brown, Jackie Dudley, Lisa Galbraith, Kay Harris, Jeanne Hasty, Rashmi Hudson, Shannon Illges, Pam Johnson, Laura Jones, Shannon Land, Jamie Lewis, Linda Logan, Suzanne McCluskey, Stephanie Peak, Meg Perkins, Margaret Schley, Leslie Slaughter, Sheila Slavich, Becky Smith, Lucia Swift, Wendy Timmons, Emily Trotter, Christina Vogler, Rena Wilson, Jennifer Yancey, Teresa Young, Bill Arrington, Frank Bonner, Frank Brown, Marci Mathis, Windle McKenzie, Sandi Smith, Mary Snyder, Cindy Sparks, John Stafford and Catherine Trotter.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting, held May 4, 2009, were unanimously approved as distributed with no corrections or additions. 
Treasurer’s Report

Linda Logan reported in the absence of Treasurer Mary Bruce.  Mary has a Treasurer’s report that is available to anyone who wants to review it.  A copy may be obtained from Mary or from Frank Bonner.  If anyone has a question regarding their budget or the Treasurer’s report they may call Mary.
Committee Reports

Asset Builders – Lisa Galbraith reported that J. Tom Morgan, former Dekalb County District Attorney and author of Ignorance Is No Defense – A Teenager’s Guide To Georgia Law, will be on campus speaking to Upper School students on Wednesday, September 30, at an afternoon assembly.  That evening at 7:00, he will speak to parents in the Turner Center.  His book is an eye-opening look at the laws that affect teenagers, the real life consequences of violating them, and what a teenager’s legal rights are if they find themselves in such a situation.  Copies of his book are available for purchase for $10 in the Middle and Upper School offices.
Bingo – Lucia Swift reported that plans are being made for Brookstone’s annual Bingo night and asked for donations for the Bingo baskets.
Book Fair – Kornisha Brown reported that the Book Fair will be held November 9th – 11th from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day at the school and will continue through November 15th at Barnes and Noble bookstore.

Booster – There was no report, but Linda thanked the Booster Chairmen for all their hard work and reminded Board members that they need volunteers to work concessions.
Communication – Shannon Land asked that anyone with information to post on the school marquees contact her.  Shannon Illges asked Board members to let her know of anything going on that would warrant a note from the BPA.  Pam Johnson handed out an information card with instructions for getting information, events, photos, etc. posted to the school website.
Cougar Parent Pride – Jamie Lewis reported that the BPA held a cookout for Brookstone families prior to the first home football game and that it was great.  She thanked everyone for their help.  She also reported that tailgating before the Brookstone football games, both home and away, has become a new tradition and asked everyone to please participate.  Also, there will be spirit buses to transport Upper School students to each of the away games and there will be a tailgate set up for them as well.  Last, Jamie reported that they have begun to make announcements throughout the home games of school events and student accomplishments.

Cougar Shoppe - There was no report, but Linda thanked Kristi Smith and Suzie Whilden for their hard work in setting up the new shop by the Cougar Café.  Linda reported that the shop has many new items this year and that items will soon be available for purchase on the Brookstone website.
Faculty/Staff Appreciation – Rashmi Hudson reported that all Upper School slots were filled for appreciation dates and thanked everyone who signed up.  She also reported that they were caught up on teacher birthdays.  Kellie Alexander thanked everyone who signed up for Lower School dates and reported that they were full as well.  Jackie Dudley reported the same for the Intermediate School.  The Faculty Appreciation Chairs will also recognize the crossing guard, maintenance, administration, and cafeteria workers at some point during the year as well.
Fine Arts – Sheila Slavich reported that she is working to bring the CSU Theatre department back to Brookstone for two performances.  She is also making plans to take students to see The Nutcracker.  There are several Brookstone students in this production.

Learning Center – Jennifer Yancey reported that there will be a Pre-Kindergarten screening held October 22nd and that she needs volunteers to help that day.  Also, The Mind That’s Mine will be held in March.

Literature Live – Suzanne McCluskey reported that Nobel Peace Prize nominee Greg Mortensen, author of Three Cups of Tea, will be visiting Brookstone for Literature Live this year.  She offered many thanks to Cindy Sparks for her work in getting him here.  Each grade will be reading an age-appropriate version of his book in anticipation of his visit.  He will speak to each of the schools in three separate assemblies on November 12th and then to the community that evening at an event hosted by Brookstone, the Columbus Library and CSU.  Tickets to the community event will be made available to the Brookstone family first.  Ticket details will be announced soon.  Suzanne asked that anyone willing to volunteer to help with the event email her.  Linda Logan encouraged everyone to read Mr. Mortensen’s book.
Magazines – Meg Perkins reported that the Magazine Drive was a great success.  She does not yet have all the numbers together, but will report them at the next meeting.

New Families – Jeanne Hasty reported that Brookstone had 60 new families this fall.  An ice cream social was held prior to the first day of school and it was great.  Thanks to Mary Snyder and the principals for all their help.

Service – Teresa Young reported that they are still collecting backpacks and clothing in the Lower, Middle and Upper School offices to be shipped to Ricks Institute in Liberia on October 9th.  They will also be collecting shoeboxes filled with supplies from September 21st through October 2nd to be sent to Ricks.  There will be a hearing and vision screening held at Fox Elementary September 28th and a canned food drive the week of the Pacelli football game (9/28-10/2).  Our two Liberian exchange students are adjusting well thanks to their host families.  Teresa asked that we save our old phone books for recycling in October and reminded us to use our Publix cards to help both Brookstone and Fox Elementary.  We can use both cards so that both schools get credit.  Last, Teresa reported that the weeks of service for the schools will be held in October.
Sports Program – Christina Vogler reported that the Fall Sports Program has been printed and is available for purchase.  The fall edition contains all Middle and Upper School fall sports.  The Athletic Department will be in charge of producing Winter and Spring Sports Programs this year which will only contain team information and pictures and no advertising.
School Reports

Lower and Intermediate School – *Laura Jones prepared a written report on the happenings in the Lower and Intermediate School which was distributed and reviewed by Laura (copy attached).

Middle School – *Rena Wilson prepared a written report on the happenings in the Middle School which was distributed and reviewed by Rena (copy attached).  
Upper School – *Becky Smith prepared and distributed a written report on the happenings in the Upper School which was distributed and reviewed by Becky (copy attached).
Administration

Advancement – Catherine Trotter asked that we give her feedback on the school website.  School announcements have been added.  She thanked Lee and Suzanne McCluskey for agreeing to serve as Annual Fund Chairs and announced that the new student center (Cougar Café) grand opening will be held soon.
Business Manager – Frank Bonner thanked the BPA for all its work and asked that any questions about budgets be directed to him.

Enrollment – Mary Snyder reported that we began the year with 800 students, a number that they are thrilled with and which was 20 students above budget.  She thanked everyone for spreading the word about Brookstone.  We have 102 new students this year.  Mary also thanked all the host families and Kristi Smith and Suzie Whilden of the Cougar Shoppe for the great gift baskets for the new students.

Guidance – John Stafford reported that SAT, ACT and PSAT testing has kicked off in the Upper School.  A half day Emergenetics seminar was held for 9th grade students and the faculty received training on whole brain learning.  John reported that there has been a rise in test scores and grades and he believes that the STEP program has had an impact.  He will be traveling to Colorado to speak at a seminar about what we’re doing with the program here at Brookstone.  John also spoke about a new program for Brookstone – FCD, Freedom from Chemical Dependency.  This program is a gift from the BPA and will use the results of a needs assessment to create a program for our school.  It is more of a prevention/intervention program, and there are 17 schools in Georgia currently contracted with them.  Sandi Smith reported she is working with Middle School students on Honor Code and locker etiquette.  The 6th grade and all new Middle School students took the Emergenetics survey and teachers will implement programs based on this soon.  The Middle School has sixteen new students and a pizza party will be held for them soon.
Servant Leadership – Cindy Sparks thanked Suzanne McCluskey and Linda Logan for their work on Literature Live, Fontaine Jenkins for her help with recycling and Jackie Dudley for getting old phone books to be recycled from Ft. Benning. 

Headmaster – Frank Brown commended Brookstone parents for their amazing support of the school, which is crucial.  He reported that Brookstone is working to be better.  Based largely in part on the parent surveys done last spring, the Board of Trustees is currently working on five initiatives and has formed subcommittees to study each of the following areas:
1. Drug and Alcohol Use and Policies;
2. Academic Quality;
3. Cost versus value

4. Honor Code; and
5. Social issues such as bullying.
He also reported that Todd Stanfill is planning a spring break trip to Oxford, England.  Former Upper School faculty member Tina Epperson will be helping College Counselor Frances Berry so that Frances can spend more time working with the 9th, 10th and 11th grades and visiting colleges.
Old/New Business
Linda Logan reported that the Headmaster search is going well.  The consulting team gathered many resumes over the summer, the Board of Trustees spent a weekend going through them, and they have narrowed down to a small group to interview.  Linda reported that they are an amazing group and the Board hopes to have a new headmaster named by Thanksgiving.  Linda thanked everyone for all that they do.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. by Linda Logan.  The next BPA meeting will be at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, November 9, 2009 in the Passailaigue Founders’ Room of the Kirven Building.
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