Brookstone Parent Association
Meeting Minutes

September 8, 2008

Opening
The regular meeting of the Brookstone Parent Association (“BPA”) was called to order at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, September 8, 2008 in the Passailaigue Founder’s Room of the Kirven Building by BPA President, Patti Hasting.

Present
Jennifer Amos, Margaret Amos, Tonya Badcock, Patti Carreker, Cheryl Carroll, Elizabeth Cottrell, Joan Culpepper, Lori Denson, Sara Dismuke, Lisa Galbraith, Tammy Gorum, Susan Graham, Swain Gravlee, LeAnn Harp, Kay Harris, Patti Hasting, Jeanne Hasty, Laura Jones, Linda Logan, Kathleen Mason, Suzanne McCluskey, Sheri McVay, Susan Mitchell, Elizabeth Pearson, Kelly Pridgen, Becky Smith, Cindy Sparks, Paige Swift, Christina Vogler, Barbara Warren, Teresa Young, Bill Arrington, Frank Bonner, Marci Mathis, Windle McKenzie, Sandi Smith, Mary Snyder, John Stafford, Todd Stanfill, Catherine Trotter and Scott Wilson.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the previous meeting, held May 5, 2008, were unanimously approved as distributed with no corrections or additions.  

Treasurer’s Report
Kelly Pridgen informed the Board that she has a Treasurer’s report available for anyone who wants to review it.  A copy may be obtained from Kelly or from Frank Bonner.

Committee Reports
Book Fair - The Book Fair has been moved to November 17 – 19, from 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the school.  An in-store Book Fair will also be held at Barnes & Noble.  The Book Fair committee is looking for volunteers.  
Booster Concessions – Patti Hasting asked everyone to please thank Carroll Pound when they see her for agreeing to help with Booster Concessions again this year.  This year, the Booster duties have been split into three positions.  Carroll will be in charge of fall sports, Margaret Amos will handle winter sports and Patti Carreker will handle spring sports.  Patti also reported that we are still looking for concession stand volunteers for the last two football games.

Booster Sports Program – Christina Vogler reported that the sports program is completed and available for purchase.  The program will be available for sale in the concession stands, the Cougar Shoppe and possibly other places.  The cost is $5.00.  100 Family and Business ads were sold for the program.  The sports program has revenues so far of $12,651, with some collections still outstanding.  This year, the decision was made by the BPA and the administration to do one large program with inserts for winter and spring sports.  
Communications (Marquee) – Patti reported for Chris Henson that new letters have been ordered for the marquee signs.

Communications (Technology) – Patti reported for Pam Johnson that the updated website is up and running.  Please let Pam know of any BPA events you would like posted on the website.
Communications (Written) – Lisa Galbraith asked the Board to let her know of any written communication needs.

Cougar Parent Pride – Susan Graham asked Board members to please attend as many events as they can and to be sure to wear blue and white.  She also asked Board members to let her or Jamie Lewis know if there was something the Parent Pride committee needed to support, academic activities as well as athletic.  Scott Wilson reported that the Upper School Pep Club has been renamed to be the Spirit Club.

Cougar Shoppe – Sheri McVay introduced her new co-chair, LeAnn Harp, to the Board.  Sheri also reported that the Cougar Shoppe has already had over $20,500 in sales so far this year.  You can stop by the Cougar Shoppe on Fridays between 11:30 and 3:30 to check out all their new items.
Country Fair – Joan Culpepper reported that the Country Fair committee has already been hard at work planning for next year, and that they will soon be reporting on a big surprise for this year’s Fair.

Faculty/Staff Appreciation – Becky Smith asked Board members to call her if they would like to volunteer to help with snacks for the faculty and staff.  She will also be arranging birthday cards and treats, as well as the luncheon in the spring.

Fine Arts – Patti reported that the Fine Arts committee is working on having some after school art activities and lessons available.

GISA – Cheryl Carroll reported that we expect to have between 700 and 900 guests on campus Sunday, November 3 – Monday, November 4.  On Sunday, some choruses and bands will be performing.  On Monday, there will be workshops for the conference attendees.  T. A. Barron will be coming Monday morning as the Keynote Speaker.  After his address, there will be 50 workshops in the morning and 50 workshops in the afternoon.  Cheryl and Suzanne McCluskey need parent volunteers to help with many areas.  Please contact them if you can help out.
Hospitality – Barbara Warren reported that the Hospitality committee prepared flowers for the New Parent Open House held at the Wilson’s home.  They will also be preparing flowers for the Cum Laude Induction on September 19.  Barbara asked for willing volunteers to help with getting the Christmas tree on the top of the Kirven Building this year.

Ice Cream – Patti reported that Olivia Blanchard has obtained cute, new aprons for the ice cream servers to wear this year.

Learning Center – Paige Swift reported that the PreK vision screening will be held this year on October 3.  

Literature Live – Patti reported that this year’s theme is Funny Books, Funny Characters.  Lucy Jones is looking into authors that might be able to visit.  The focus this year will be primarily on the Lower School, but there will be activities involving the Middle and Upper Schools.

Lower School Clinic/Office – Elizabeth Pearson reported that the Lower School Clinic has been particularly busy this year with the addition of 5th grade to the Intermediate School.

Lower School Library – Patti reported for Kim Drew that all is going well in the Lower School library.  Kim has lined up volunteers, but could still use some more.  Most help is needed in the mornings.
Magazines – Laura Jones reported that the final day to turn in orders is Wednesday, September 10.  Anyone who would like to help with processing the orders and prize forms can come to the cafeteria meeting room that day. 

New Families – Tammy Gorum and Jeanne Hasty reported that all the new students appeared to be adjusting well so far.  There were 15 new families in the Upper School and 34 new families in the Lower, Intermediate and Middle Schools.  Host families have been obtained for all the new families.  Tammy and Jeanne thanked the Cougar Shoppe for doing the gift bags for the new students.  

Service – Teresa Young reported that 18 different organizations will be helped this year through our Service Days.  Anyone who would like to help can e-mail Teresa or Cindy Sparks.  The School representatives for this year are:  Lower School – Elaine Laughbaum, Intermediate School – Sue Goldman, Middle School – Nancy Sheek, Upper School – 11th and 12th grade.  There will be a can drive again during the week of the Pacelli game.  We will be doing shoeboxes for Ricks Institute.  We are also arranging vision and hearing screenings for the students at Fox Elementary.

School Reports

Lower School – *Sara Dismuke prepared a written report on the happenings in the Lower School which was distributed (copy attached).

Intermediate School – *Jennifer Amos prepared a written report on the happenings in the Intermediate School which was distributed (copy attached).
Middle School – *Kay Harris prepared a written report on the happenings in the Middle School which was distributed (copy attached).
Upper School – *Susan Mitchell prepared a written report on the happenings in the Upper School which was distributed (copy attached).
Administration

Advancement – Catherine Trotter thanked the BPA for all they do.  On September 16, there will be a luncheon for past BPA Presidents on campus.  Tours of the campus will be offered by Upper School students.  The Defining Moment Campaign is wrapping up, and Catherine hopes to have a final report at the next meeting.  An all-school Open House is being planned for the new Intermediate School.  Catherine gave brief information on using the new website and the ParentNet and Net Classroom pages.  

Servant Leadership – Cindy Sparks and Catherine Trotter will be taking 16 Upper School students to attend the upcoming Blanchard Leadership Forum.

Athletics – Todd Stanfill thanked all the volunteers, especially Carroll Pound and Christina Vogler.  He reported that we have had a great turnout for football as well as for the volleyball games.  Middle School softball is also going well.  Todd also reported that we currently have 108 Upper School students and 96 Middle School students participating in athletics.

Business Manager – Frank Bonner thanked the BPA for all they do.
Enrollment – Mary Snyder thanked Tammy Gorum and Jeanne Hasty for all their help with the new families.  Mary reported a current enrollment of 827 total students (368 in Lower and Intermediate, 186 in Middle and 273 in Upper School).  Of those, 108 students are new (48 in PreK, 20 in K -5, 20 in Middle School and 20 in Upper School).

Guidance – John Stafford reported that Brookstone is the only school in the nation that has used the STEP program in both Middle and Upper Schools.  He is fielding calls from other schools interested in doing the same.  We have currently implemented it in grades 6th – 12th.  A ½ day seminar on the STEP program was recently given to the 9th graders.  Over 40 teachers have now been trained on STEP, with more to be trained in November.  John also reported that we are taking a close look this year at bullying/harassment/intimidation.  Kenneth Hoats spoke to both the faculty and the parents at Lower School Parent Night on this topic.  *Sandi Smith reported that classes are being held in the Middle School on the Honor Code, including an assembly for new students put on by Upper School students.  Sandi also reminded everyone that immunization updates are needed.

Headmaster – Scott Wilson reported that the new school year was off to a great start.  We have several new international students, which helps to get our children ready for a larger, more global world.  Scott reported on Kenneth Hoats’ campus visit and an upcoming visit by Rabbi Kenneth Cantor.  In January, the new Student Center below the cafeteria should be up and running.  The signage around campus will be redone to help visitors discern more easily where things are located.
Old/New Business

BPA Fall Cookout – Linda Logan reported that the BPA Cookout before the first home football game was a success.  We had over 300 people attend the cookout on the quadrangle, which included hamburgers and hot dogs on the grill, Middle School cheerleaders doing face painting, and a visit from the Band.

President’s Report – Patti thanked everyone for all they do and passed out some general information for Board members.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. by Patti Hasting.  The next BPA Board meeting will be at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, November 10, 2008, in the Passailaigue Founder’s Room of the Kirven Building.
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Nancy Wright, Secretary

Approved:  _______________________________

*Indicates Committee Report or other related information submitted and attached to official record of the Minutes.
