BROOKSTONE LOWER AND INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOL PARENT PANEL

MARCH 11, 2010

MINUTES
The meeting was held in the Cougar Café and the group of parent panel members and parents were welcomed by Anne Shaw.  Catherine Trotter spoke about the Georgia Goal Scholarship Program, wherein Georgia taxpayers can designate a portion of their state income tax liability to be donated to an “SSO” (school scholarship organization) of a particular school.  The maximum limits are as follows:  Individuals - $1000; Married filing separately - $1,250; Married filing jointly - $2,500.  The process, as explained by Catherine, is quite simple.  The only downside is that the tax liability has to be paid now, but it is a dollar for dollar reduction of the individual’s tax liability.  Catherine is happy to explain the process and has the forms in her office.

Cindy Sparks spoke next, advising the group about the servant leadership activities which took place over the past month.  Each grade prepared a Sunshine Basket for a designated recipient, and each grade participated in a letter writing campaign with Ft. Benning’s third brigade.  Most students have now received return letters.  Finally, the 5th grade students participated in a video conference with students from Ricks Institute in Liberia.
The discussion was about living “Above the Line” at school, at home and in their respective communities.  The 5th grade students are also reading books on audio which are going to be distributed to Iraqi students who are learning English.

Marci Mathis addressed the submitted parent question of the possibility of finding a quiet place for students in extended day to do their homework.  All agreed this would be a good idea, but staffing does not allow for a separate location at this point.  The upcoming Grandparents Day was also discussed, and Marci pointed out that the format has been changed to accommodate grandparents’ stated wishes to spend more time with their grandchildren –both in the classroom and at the assembly.   Marci also reminded the attendees of the rescheduled Greg Mortensen event on March 22, 2010. 

There was a complaint made by a parent in attendance that there are several teachers who are arriving to school late.  Marci explained that all teachers are supposed to be in their classrooms at 7:45.  

The meeting was adjourned, and the next scheduled meeting is on April 15, 2010.

This 31st day of March, 2010.

Traci Courville

Secretary
