MS Parent Panel  Tuesday, Feb 8, 2:00 p.m.
In Attendance: Chris Moore, Stephanie Hunter, Beth Mullin, Margaret McCormick, Amy Turner, Tim Crowley, Nancy Sheek, Becky Kenimer, Margaret Martin, Patti Simkins, Penny Dillon, Cher Pitts, Lisa Neal, Clair Thayer, Christy Jones, Jamie Lewis, Fontaine Jenkins, Stephanie Hunter, Jenifer Amos, Lucia Swift, Paige Swift, and Chris Henson.

Stephanie Hunter gave each parent a copy of The Academic Quality and Priority Subcommittee Recommendations.  This Brookstone committee met nine times from September 2009-March 2010.  Some of the findings include: 1) top priority should be given to academics, 2) hiring and evaluation practices should be improved and consistent across the school, 3) efforts should be made to hire the most qualified personnel to include teachers and administrators outside our local area, 4) expanded counseling in areas of lower school and college advisement, 5) mapping of curriculum 4K-12 grades, and 6) development and implementation of an age appropriate guidance curriculum. She noted that some of the recommendations were still being studied, such as the need for expanded Learning Center offerings and encouraged interested parents to let their ideas be known.

A few items from Mr. Kennerly’s parent program Feb 7 were discussed. Margaret McCormick explained that the new ERB standardized testing for our students will cover more subject areas and students will take the tests online.   

Christy Jones and Clair Thayer spoke about the comprehensive substance abuse prevention program initiative.  They gave the survey results from May 2010 with overall figures as well as statistics as they apply to MS students.  They discussed the large gap between actual student alcohol/drug use at school and perceived student alcohol/drug use.  For example, 95% of 8th graders reported they never drink but only 38% of 8th graders believed their peers never drank.  The game It’s Party Time, But It’s No Game has been purchased for use in the MS grades. Teacher training will take place March 10.  Jessica Lewis reported that it speaks well for Brookstone to address this issue that is of concern at all schools.  Also, Suzanne McCluskey will offer additional Parent to Parent training for MS parents in Fall 2010.

The Gurian Institute will be coming in late April to conduct training for MS faculty teaching gender specific classes.   A program will be offered to parents on April 27, 7-8:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.  The goal is for the boy/girl only classes to be expanded into the 6th & 8th grades for certain classes each day.  

Stephanie Hunter reported that Ms. Olga Jenkins is head of the foreign language review committee and anyone with suggestions should contact her.

The next MS parent panel meeting will be held Tuesday, March 15, 2 p.m.


