MS PARENT PANEL – MARCH 15, 2011 – 2 P.M.
In Attendance:  Chris Moore, Margaret McCormick, Bill Huff, Nancy Sheek, Amy Pease, Tim Crowley, and Chris Henson.
Mrs. Moore opened the meeting with an update on the “Freedom from Chemical Dependency” programs.  She announced that the game “It’s Party Time” would be launched in the 8th grade on Friday, March 18, and would continue for the next 7 weeks.  A training session was held for the entire MS faculty on March 10.  A Parent to Parent DVD with Bill Oliver will be sent home to parents with a kick off in the fall for those interested in participating.  Nancy Sheek expressed concerned that in the past the program seemed to “preach to the choir” and did not have an impact on those families that were “not onboard,” so to speak.  Other parents acknowledged her concerns but Mrs. Moore suggested we give the new Headmaster and other new administrators the time to make a difference.
The 8th to 9th grade transition process was discussed, including the “Cougars on the Move” program that is aimed at facilitating a successful move to the Upper School.  Topics for the Lunch & Learn program include Welcome to 9th grade, Student Life, Scheduling, Upper School Athletics, One-To-One Tablet program, the Honor Code, and College Counseling.  Current 8th graders will be attending a college program at Auburn University with Mrs. Berry.  Ms. Haywood would be conducting tablet training during students’ elective periods.
Mrs. Moore explained that the new Brookstone hiring process is much more rigorous not only for the candidate, but for the teachers and administrators.  Potential candidates are required to teach a sample class with observation and go through many more interviews than in the past.
Stephanie Hunter was not in attendance to discuss the Strategic Plan report on the Honor Code.  In her absence, Mrs. Moore reported that there were two MS Assemblies:  one with Gordy Scarborough speaking about the Honor Code and another led by Upper School student leaders where all MS kids signed the Honor Code.
Several parents had positive feedback on the presentation Ken Freeman gave to the MS students.  Mrs. Moore announced Alan Williams, “Teammates Matter” would be coming Wednesday, March 30, at 9:45 to speak to students.  Parents are welcome to come to the assembly.  On Wednesday, April 27, 7-8:30 p.m., Peggy Daniels of the Gurian Institute will be speaking to parents on the topic of How Boys and Girls Learn Differently.
Bill Huff spoke briefly about the challenges students face with alcohol when they go to college.  He felt that students need to leave home with a responsible attitude about alcohol and that more needs to be done about this. 
The last MS parent panel meeting of the 2010-2011 year will be held April 12 in the MS Project Room at 2:00.




