BROOKSTONE MIDDLE SCHOOL
PARENT PANEL MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 7, 2010

Parent Panel Attendees:  MS Principal Chris Moore; MS Guidance Counselor Sandi Smith; Board of Trustees Representatives Bill Huff and Stephanie Hunter; and parents Tim Crowley, Emily Robinson, Beth Mullin, Paige Swift, Jennifer Amos, Nancy Burgin, Margaret McCormick, Nancy Sheek, Patti Simkins, Wendy Ogletree, Lauren Briscoe, Crockett Miller, Lisa Killorin, Rachel Peek, Fontaine Jenkins, Clair Thayer, and Chris Henson.

Highlights:  Stephanie Hunter gave parents copies of the pamphlet “Strategic Planning Sub-committee Proposals & Updates July 2010.”  She explained that our new Headmaster was reviewing the report and encouraged parents to meet with him early in the school year to address any concerns they might have while he was still formulating his plans.  There was a lengthy discussion on social issues and bullying, with general consensus that problems begin in LS & IS, and occur primarily during lunch, break, in the PE locker room.  There were also reports of incidents on the internet through Facebook and cell phone texting that are not addressed in the Strategic Plan report.  Some parents felt that Brookstone needed to formulate a school wide policy to address these issues.  Parents were interested in learning about parenting where technology is concerned.  

Chris Moore explained the demerit system being used this year in the middle school.  There was also a suggestion that a Peer Honor Council be formed as a way of encouraging and rewarding students and involving them in the process.

Sandi Smith addressed the agenda issue concerning MS boys and the need to foster an atmosphere that rewards and encourages academic excellence.  She discussed the programs that highlight academics. Sandi also explained the use of Emergenetics in the classroom.  This year middle school students will participate in the Geography Bee, Spelling Bee, History Day, Science Fair, and academic teams.  

Parents were reminded that issues for the agenda need to be submitted in advance.  Issues may be submitted to Chris Moore or to the grade level representative at least 24 hours before the meeting.

Additional Comments from Chris Moore:

Thanks to all the parents who came and contributed to the discussions on Tuesday.  Please watch @Brookstone for the date and time that Julie Sway will lead a class on Parenting and Technology in response to requests made in Parent Panel.  We are hoping to offer this the last week of September.

I’d also like to add to Sandi Smith’s comments about recognizing students’ achievements.  Honor Roll and Headmaster’s List celebrations will be provided each term by our room mothers.  These students will also have their names posted on the bulletin board by the project room.


The next MS Parent Panel meeting will be Tuesday, October 19, 2:00 pm in the Project Room.
