BROOKSTONE MIDDLE SCHOOL
PARENT PANEL MINUTES

November 9, 2010
Parent Panel Attendees:  MS Principal Chris Moore; BPA Middle School Parent Representative Margaret McCormick; 7th Grade MS Rep. Paige Swift; 8th Grade MS Rep. Nancy Sheek; and parents, Crockett Miller, Nancy Burgin,  Jenifer Amos, Lauren Briscoe, Kaly Ansingkar, Suzanne McCluskey, Stephanie Farber, Susie Westerlund, Kim Evans, Robert Nobles, Kimberly Taghon, Perry Mullins, Amy Pease, Fontaine Jenkins, Stephanie Peak, Tracey Amos, Penny Dillon, and Clair Thayer.
Program Highlights:
Freedom From Chemical Dependency  - We had a FCD consulting speaker last Thursday, and Jenifer Amos spoke briefly about that evening and the data that was presented.  Clair Thayer is on the MS committee and is working on parent and student education programs.
Eighth Grade Exams are scheduled for December 15-17 and the 8th grade teachers are working as team to help students properly prepare.  Grade parents will provide healthy snacks during the exam week.  Chris Moore will be sending out a letter next week with more information about exams.
Literature Live was held this week in conjunction with Brookstone Book Fair, and we were fortunate to have Kimberly Willis Holt, who is an award winning author.  Some of our students were involved in  creative writing workshops with Mrs. Holt.  All students attended an assembly where she was the speaker.  Thanks to Jeanne Hasty and the BPA for providing this terrific opportunity for our students.
8th Grade Transition to high school means we are working in several areas to help make easier the transition to US from MS.  8th grade students attend US assemblies/programs, and they have eaten lunch in small groups with upper school students.  More plans are underway to have 8th grade students spend lunch and class time with US students.
The Duke TIP Program gives eligible 7th grade students the opportunity to take the SAT/ACT this academic year.  After the holidays, Mrs. Yancey will work with students on the essay writing portion of this exam.

Sandi Smith Update - Sandi had double knee replacement surgery.  She is recovering at

Hughston Rehab room 325 – doing lots of physical therapy for several weeks.  Chris Moore and Nicole Farley are handling her duties while she is out of her office.
7th & 8th grade Field Trips – we asked for feedback from parents.  Overwhelming reponse from parents is they want an outdoor trip for 8th grade students, but maybe a different trip for 7th grade.  Several parents expressed disappointment that the Williamsburg trip had been dropped and suggested maybe it could be incorporated into the middle school curriculum.  
Science Fair is still being discussed.  Mrs. Moore is continuing to talk to teachers about these yearly projects.  Changes are expected, but no details are available yet.

It was suggested that sign-ups for extra-curricular activities be put on the @Brookstone email sent to parents.  Announcements for middle school are available on the middle school portion of our website.

There was a suggestion that we have a study hall in place of PE when students are taking part in sports.  Chris Moore noted that all days without assemblies have a 20 minute study hall built into the daily schedule. 
The next MS Parent Panel meeting will be Tuesday, February 8, 2011, at 2:00 pm in the Project Room.

