BROOKSTONE MIDDLE SCHOOL
PARENT PANEL MINUTES

OCTOBER 19, 2010

Parent Panel Attendees:  MS Principal Chris Moore; Board of Trustees Representative Stephanie Hunter; Institutional Advancement Director Catherine Trotter;  Annual Fund Director Nancy Burgin; BPA Middle School Parent Representative Margaret McCormick; At Large MS Representative Tim Crowley; 6th Grade MS Rep. Patti Simkins; 7th Grade MS Rep. Paige Swift; 8th Grade MS Rep. Nancy Sheek; and parents Emily Robinson, Beth Mullin, Jenifer Amos, Wendy Ogletree, Jeanne Hasty, Sara Dismuke, Jamie Lewis, Julie Sway, Becky Kenimer, Christy Barnes, Penny Dillon, and Chris Henson.

Highlights:  Stephanie Hunter discussed the findings of the Strategic Plan Values Proposition Committee chaired by Dr. Ted Thorne. This committee evaluated the value of a Brookstone education in comparison to competing schools in the Columbus area.  The committee was comprised of parents of students that had attended other Columbus schools, such as St. Luke and Columbus High.  The schools were compared in all areas: academic, extracurricular activities, athletics, and the arts.  Overall, the committee was pleased with Brookstone’s comparison to other schools.  The evaluation was detailed and compared schools in each area.  Stephanie noted several specific strengths:  academic rigor, technology, relationships between students and teachers, small class size, and foreign language classes.  The committee cited a few areas in need of enhancement at Brookstone: the band and choral program, the Learning Center, and the College Counseling program. 
Emily Robinson noted that when students apply to college they are competing against students outside of the Columbus area. She commented that it is important for Brookstone to evaluate itself against schools outside of our area to assess how well we are fulfilling our college preparatory mission.

Mary Snyder, Admissions Officer, noted that the Strategic Plan committee notebooks are in her office and available for parents to review.  She discussed the programs that have been put in place as a result of the Strategic Plan, such as measures to improve 8th grade retention: each 8th grader will have a one-on-one relationship with a teacher/coach; there will be small group meetings of 8th graders and upper school students; and the 8th grade trip has been changed to the Fall.  
Catherine Trotter told parents that Strategic Plan recommendations were being implemented and reviewed, with activity still ongoing.  Catherine also reminded everyone about Georgia GOAL, which is a tax program which redirects your state tax liability.  Forms are on our website.  
Middle School Parent Representative Margaret McCormick said that Honor Roll & Headmaster students were recognized on bulletin boards in the hallways and were being treated to a special treats in recognition of their achievements.

The subject of annual Science Fair projects by the students was discussed.  While parents acknowledged the importance of these academic efforts, there was general consensus that projects should be on a smaller scale that require less parental involvement and are thus more representative of student only efforts.  

Julie Sway discussed the Internet Safety program she presented and offered to do this on a monthly basis.  Parents agreed they would like her to continue with this.

Nancy Burgin, Annual Fund Director, asked parents to make their pledge, noting that only 54% of families participated last year.  She said volunteers would be calling parents, and reminded everyone that there is no minimum contribution level.  Any monies donated represent family participation.
The next MS Parent Panel meeting will be Tuesday, November 9, 2:00 pm in the Project Room.
