LOWER SCHOOL PARENT PANEL MINUTES

OCTOBER 15, 2009
Panel Members Present:  Marcia Mathis, Traci Courville, Brantley Manderson, Lucia Swift, Raj Allapan, Mitchi Wade, Cynthia Hill, Laura Jones, and Sam Dismuke..
Number of Parents Present:  Approximately 20
Marcia Mathis called the meeting to order.   Several important dates were mentioned, including Homecoming (Oct. 16), Report cards out (Oct. 21) and visit by Greg Mortensen during Literature Live Week (Nov 11, 12).

There were three agenda items submitted.  Each is addressed below.
1. “Too Much Homework”
Ms. Mathis addressed this complaint by explaining that Brookstone is a college preparatory school where 100% of all graduates attend college.  Homework is a necessary element of college preparation.  While recognition was given to certain studies which promote a “no homework” environment, Brookstone does not subscribe to that school of thought.  Four recommendations were made to enable parents to better deal with homework for their particular child:

a. Preparedness – Students who have mastery of the skills in their previous grade and who are emotionally and socially ready for the next grade level, should not have difficulty with homework.  Homework should not be busy work but work that continues practice of the skills being taught.
b. Learning Styles – Parents should recognize and encourage the particular learning style of the child, whether it be auditory, visual or tactile, and assist them in ways that enhances that style;

c. Keep children from being over-extended – children may have too many activities, and 9:00 at night is not the best time to do homework;

d. Independence – allow children to do homework themselves, but be available to check over it and assist with learning/studying when needed.

There was also a comment of having too many tests in one day (in intermediate school where the children are changing classes).  Ms. Mathis recognized that this was from time to time a problem and that this should be addressed with the teachers directly.  There is no way to designate a particular day for each subject of testing. 

Ms. Mathis also suggested that parents google Dr. Rosenberg on the homework issue, as he gives many suggestions on how to deal with homework.  

2. School Uniforms
Ms. Mathis stated that this subject comes up from time to time but that the basic feeling is that uniforms will only be considered at the point when students’ dress starts to interfere with academics.  The discussion indicated that there were some very strong feelings on this subject and that perhaps the parent panel was not the best forum to discuss this, as parents needed to be given notice that this topic was up for discussion.  Dr. Raj Allapan also pointed out that he is on a subcommittee of the Board of Directors that was looking into this very issue for the purpose of making a proposal to the new headmaster.
3. Carpool
The item agenda was a suggestion from a parent regarding the morning drop off in front of the intermediate school.  Because it sometimes takes these kids a long time to get out of the car with all of their daily supplies/backpacks, etc., this parent thought it might be helpful to have some high school kids helping these kids get out of the car in the mornings.  Ms. Mathis pointed out that high school starts earlier than lower school so that really was not a viable option.  The ultimate conclusion at the end of the discussion was that carpool is and will always be a tough issue and that Brookstone’s solution is about as good as it can get, given our lack of physical space on that end of the campus.
The meeting adjourned. 
This 20th  day of  October, 2009.

Traci Courville, Secretary

