LOWER SCHOOL PARENT PANEL MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 17, 2009
Panel Members Present:  Marcia Mathis, Anne Shaw, Traci Courville, Brantley Manderson, Lucia Swift, Raj Allapan, Sheila Slavich, Mitchi Wade, Cynthia Hill, Cher Pitts, Ginny Lawrence, and Laura Jones.
Number of Parents Present:  Approximately 15
Anne Shaw called the meeting to order.  Members of the parent panel were introduced and welcomed.  
The first agenda item was a presentation by Meghan Blackmon, assistant to Cindy Sparks, Director of Servant Leadership, who discussed the servant leadership projects planned for this school year.  These include “Character Counts”, a monthly lesson focusing on a particular character trait such as trustworthiness, fairness, citizenship, etc.; “Athletes in the Classroom”, a program wherein senior athletes speak to the lower school classes about the leadership responsibility that goes along with being a school athlete; and phone book recycling during October (bring your old phone books to the Kirven Center or the lower school office).  Brookstone will also continue with its “Shoe Boxes for Ricks” and “Can Drive with Pacelli” programs which have become annual events.  Finally, during the “Week of Service” (October 5-9, 2009) assigned to a particular grade, each class will focus on a particular charity as follows:

· Pre-K:  Preparing care packages for soldiers and their families at Martin Army Hospital

· K:  Singing to the residents of Brookside Glen and providing treat bags

· 1st:  Preparing breakfast bags for participants in the Open Door Showering Program for the homeless

· 2nd : Collecting items and preparing greeting cards for Easter Seals 

· 3rd:  Collecting items for the Ronald McDonald House and going to the house for a tour

· 4th:  Mentoring Fox Elementary kindergarten students

· 5th:  Going Green on the Brookstone campus 

Next, Marcia Mathis gave the lower school report as follows:

· Attendance was down as much as 10-12% during the recent flu outbreak.  It is now at 2%, which is normal.  Brookstone encourages flu shots for children and has taken many precautions to keep the school disease free.  If there is another outbreak, the water fountains will be shut down. 

· Rules for the Cougar Café – lower and intermediate school students must have a parent with them.  It is designed as a privilege to Brookstone’s older students.

· New students receive a free hearing screening.

· Pre-K students receive vision screening in October.

· After school programs – no art this year at this point; dance will start this month.

· Important dates:  

· 9/16/09 – mid term ended – progress reports will go home in the folders of each lower school student during the week of 9/21.

· 9/24/09 – 2nd grade field trip to the Museum
· 9/25/09 – PreK – “Muffins with Mom”

· 9/29/09 – Lower School Assembly – speaker is Col. Peter Jones from Ft. Benning.  Col. Jones is in charge of 4 brigades of 6000 soldiers, all of whom are being deployed to the Middle East for a tour of duty.  There will be a global education program presented on the native dress and language of the Middle East.  Brookstone is also kicking off a writing campaign for these soldiers, which will be discussed.

· Thanks to the BPA, each teacher has been provided with a laptop computer called a “tablet”.  This allows the teachers to work from home with complete access to Brookstone’s network.  During this discussion, Dr. Raj Allapan informed the group that students can purchase deeply discounted software from www.academicsuperstore.com.  It must be purchased in the student’s name, and the fact that the child is a registered student will be confirmed through the school.  

The meeting adjourned with a reminder that next month’s lower school parent panel will take place October 15, 2009 at 8:15 a.m. at the chapel of the Roaring Branch Campus.  Wear comfortable clothes and shoes!
This 21st day of September, 2009.

Traci Courville, Secretary

